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ADVERTISEMENT. 

AS the history of the Baptist Mission in India is interspersed 
throug^h the several numbers of Periodical AccounU, it has been 
thought desirable that a brief and connected Narrative of the 
leading facts should be drawn up, both for the convenience of 
our constant readers, and the information of such persons as 
may feel an interest in the undertaking, but who are not ac- 
quainted with its rise and progress. ILandon Ed. 
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SECTION !• 

TTie Formation of the Society ^ and the sending out 
of its two Jirst Missionaries. 

AT an association of ministers and churches held at 
Nottingham, in 1784, it was resolved to set apari.^ 
hour on the first Monday evening- in every month for 
extraordinary prayer for the revival of religion, and for 
the extending of Christ's kingdom in the world. This 
resolution was attended to for about seven years with 
some degree of zeal and importunity. 

In 1787, Mr. Carey was ordained pastor of the church 
at Moulton, and joined the association. From his first 
entering on the work of the ministry, if not from an earlier 
period, his mind appears to have been deeply impressed 
with the state of the heathen world. In reference to 
this object he made himself acquainted with the geogra-. 
phy, population, and religion of the various nations of 
the earth ; and with the labours of christians, both of 
early and later ages, in propagating the gospel. He al- 
so acquired some considerable knowledge of various lan- 
guages, particularly Latin, Greek and Hebrew; and all 
seemed to be directed to the same end. Whenever he 
met with his brethren in the ministry, he would seldom 
omit to converse with them on the importance and prac- 
ticability of missions* 
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4t Brief Narrativt 

These conversations, together with the nxonthly pray- 
er meetings, wrought .considerably on the minds of the 
tninisters. It seemed scarely reconcileable with sincer- 
ity to pray month after month, and year after year, for 
the enlargement of Christ's kingdom, and use no means 
for enlarging it. 

About 1790, Mr. Carey visited Birmingham, and be- 
came acquainted with Mr. Pearce, whose kindred soul 
entered with ardour into all his views. Some of the 
leading members also of Mr. Pearce's church were 
much interested in his proposals, and promised to as- 
sist hinv 

In the spring of 1791, at a ministers* meeting held at 
Clipstone, the two sermons that were preached, bore 
much upon this subject. One was delivered by Mr. 
SutcliflF, from 1 Kings xix. 10, I have been very jealous 
for the Lord God of hosts^ &c. And the other by Mr. 
Fuller, from Hag. i. 2. Thus speaketh the Lord of hosts y 
sayings This people say the time is not comcj the time 
that the Lord's house should be built. After worship 
was over, Mr, Carey perceiving the minds of his breth- 
ren impressed by what they had been hearing, was very 
desirojis, that before they parted they would come to 
some resolution on the forming of a Missionary Society. 
The only resolution that was fbrmed however at this 
time was, that as Mr. Carey was known to have a man- 
uscript by him on the subject, he should be requested to 
revise and print it for the consideration of the religious 
public. 

In the spring of 1792, the annual association was 
Tield at Nottingham, and Mr. Carey was one of the 
preachers. His sermon was founded on Isaiah liv. 2, 3. 
Enlarge the place of thy tent 9 and let them stretch forth 
the curtains of thine habitations : spare noty lengthen 
thy cords y and strengthen thy stakes ; for thou shalt 
break forth on the ri^ht hand and on the lefty Sfc, Hav- 
ing observed in his introduction, that the church was 
here addressed as a desolate widow, dwelling in a little 
cottage by herself ; that the command to enlarge her 
tent coatained an intimation that there should bean en- 
lart^eme'it in her family ; and that to account for so un- 
expected a change, she was told^ that her " Maker wa» 
her husband^'' who should be called << The God of the 
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whole earth ;" he took up what he conceived to be the 
spirit of the passage in two exhortations, viz. EXPECT 

<3REAT THINGS ATTEMPT GREAT THINGS. The effect 

of this discourse was considerable. A resolution wad 
passed, that a plan should be prepared against the nest 
ministers" meeting at Kettering j for forming a society 

Jbr propagating the gospel among the heathen ; and Mr. 
Carey generously engaged to devote th^ profits which 
might arise from his late publication on the subject, to 
the use of such a society. 

In agreeing upon a plan we had no difficulties to en- 
counter from diversity of opinion, for in every thing of 
importance there was a happy unanimity. We con- 
versed on all subjects, without debating oa any. The 
general principles on which the society was formed, 
were, in respect of civil government, to yield a cordial 
and unreserved obedience in every thing consistent with 
our duty to God ; and in respect of christians of other 
denominations, to cherish a catholic spirit towards them, 
and engage in a ready co-operation with them in every- 
thing which did not require a sacrifice of religious prin- 
ciple. Considering the present divided state of Chris- 
tendom, however, it appeared to us that each denomina- 
tion, by exerting itself separately, would be most likely 
to answer the great ends of a mission. Hence the name 
bv which we at first chose to designate ourselves was. 
The Particular (or Calviiiistic) Baptist Society for pro* 
pagating the gospel among the heathen. But so far 
were we from having in view the exclusive promotion of 
our own peculiar principles as Baptists, that we were dc- 
"termined from the beginning, if no opportunity appeared 
for sending out Missionaries of our own, that we would 
assist other societies already in being amongst the Pres-- 
byterians and the Moravians. 

Some of the greatest difficulties which vre had to en- 
counter were the following : We were inexperienced Ih 
the work — we knew of no opening for a mission in any 
one part of the world more than another— we had n# 
funds to meet the expense that must attend an under- 

j taking of the kind — our situation in an inland part of 

the country was inconvenient for foreign correspondence 

— the persons who would have the management woul<l 

lijre at such a distance from each other as to render fr^ 

B 
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9 Brief Narrative 

<|jteiit consultatimi irapracticable'—^wd, finally, in form- 
ing n society there would be danger of its falling under 
irreligious influence. From these and other cousidera- 
ttons, tbose who were expected to engage in the work 
entered upon it with much fear and trembling. 

On Oeti 2, 1792, the ministers met at Kettering, and 
after the public work of the day was over, retired for 
prayer. They then^ in a most solemn manner, pledged 
themselves to God, and to one another, to make a trial 
for introducing the gospel amongst the heathen. They 
were aot insensible of their want of experience, but hop- 
«d that He, whose cause it was, would endue them with 
wisdom as occasions required, and guide them with his 
eye.— As to JkndSf they opened a subscription at the 
time* the amount of which, though only Idl. 2s. 6d. 
was sufficient for present purposes. They had no idea 
of appealing to the public till a more specific object 
could be proposed to their consideration. — In respect of 
foreign correspondeneey they hoped to find friends at the 
different sea-ports who would be willing to assist them, 
which hope has been fully realised.—- As to the difficulty 
of a number of persons residing in different parts qf the 
Idngdmn acting together y they felt themselves obliged to 
encounter it as well as they could, and to supply the want 
of personal intercourse by writing. On this account 
however, tb^ found it impracticable to have a large act- 
ing committee, or for the members of it to go out at 
certain periods, and others to be chosen ip their stead. 
Finally, with respect to preserving the society from ir- 
religious infiue'Xcey though every person who should sub- 
lacribe lOl. at once, or lbs. 6d. per annum, was consid»- 
ered a member, yet as the committee, to whom the man- 
agement was intrusted, consisted either of ministers, or 
respectable characters in the different churches, who 
would act without any pecuniary reward, and whose 
places, as they should die, would be filled up at a gener- 
al meeting by others of like character, it was thought as 
■great a preservative as human means could suggest ; and 
•uch it has hitherto proved. The names of the first 
committee were, John Rykmdy Eeynold Hoggy William 
Carey y John Sutcl\ffFy and Andreio Fuller. Reynold 
Hogg was chosen Treasurer^ and Andrew Fuller* Sec- 
4Petary« 
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Mr. Pearce of Birmingham was present at this meeu 
iug, and eutered iato ttie uadeitakiiig with all his heart* 
Oa returning home he stated particulars to h^s fnends^ 
who immediately formed au assistant society amougsl 
themselves, and collected 70I. towards the iiind* 

On Oct. 31y 179^9 tt meeiiag was held at ^iorthamp* 
ton, Mr. Pearce was added to the committee, and an 
address to the public ordered to be drawn up. 

On Nov. 13, the committee met again at Northamp* 
ton. Here they learned that Mr, John Thomas^ who 
had been several years in Bengal, preaching the gospel 
to the natives, was then in London, endeavouring to 
establish a fund for a mission to that country, and thai 
he was desirous of engaging a companion to return with 
him to the work. The committee considered this as n 
probable opening in Providence, and resolved that the 
Secretary should make inquiry concerning Mr. Tlumia^ 
a« to his character, principles, abilities, success, &c« 
that if things should prove agreeable, he might be iavit-r 
ed to go out as one of their missionaries. 

Inquiry was made^ and the accounts which were re* 
eeived proved satisfBctory. It appeared that Mr. Thonw 
as was by professton a surgeon ; that after having en« 
braced the gospel under the ministry of Dr. Stennett, 
he, in the year 1783, went out as Burgeon ef the Oxford 
East Indiaman ; that while he was in Bepgal he felt % 
desire to communicate the gospel to the natives ; aud 
that being encouraged to do so by a religious friendt he 
obtained his discharge from the ship, aiM after learning 
the language, continued from the year 1787 to 1791, 
preaching Christ in different parts of the country. Hm 
described the Hindoos as superstitious ; attached to^ 
what is called cast^ and very immoral ; but tolerant, and 
willing to hear whatever was respectfiilly addressed ^ 
them. He also mentioned a few individuals of whose 
conversion to Christ he entertained hope ; namely. 
Ram Boshoo^ Mohun Chund, and Farbotee. The twtx 
latter were Brahmans. 

On Jan. 10, 1793, a committee meeting was held at 
Kettering, when the Secretary reported the result of his 
inquiries respecting Mr. Thomas, which was satisfactory 
to all present. The committee being fully of opinion 
that a door was now open for » mission to the East 
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Indies, re«olved to invite Mr. Thomas to go eut iis oti« 
of their missionaries ; and to endeavour to furnish him 
With a colleague. Mr. Carey beine present, and his 
inind towards missionary work well known, was asked, 
if he were willing to accompany Mr. Thomas ? To which 
he readily answered in the affirmative. 

Within the last two or three years Mr. Carey had 
removed from Moulton to Leicester, but had never lost 
sight of this great object, nor concealed from the people 
he served his earnest desire, whenever opportunity offer- 
, ed, to engage in it ; and though the church at Leicester 
Were greatly attached to him, and he to them, yet when 
they heard of his consenting to go, they could not con- 
scientiously object to it, but freely gave him up, trusting 
4n God to supply them with another pastor. 

In the former part of this meeting Mr. Thomas wat 
not present ; the committee however were employed in 
reading his papers, which had been communicated to 
them. In the evening he himself arrived at Kettering, 
-and fully acceded to all that was proposed to him. 

The committee then resolved to support him and 
Mr. Carey, with their families, to the utmost of theit 
power, till they should be able to support themselves. 

The next step was to calculate the expense of sending 
tliem out, and to obtain the means of defraying it. The 
expense was estimated at 5001. which sum required to 
be raised in about three or four months. To accomplish 
this -the committee frankly stated to the religious public 
their plan, requesting that so far as it appeared to be 
deserving of encouragement, they would encourage it. 
Letters also were addressed to the most active ministers 
of the denomination throughout the kingdom, requesting 
their concurrence and assistance. The result was, that 
SBore than twice the sum which had been asked for was 
collected ; yet, when the work was finished, the actual 
expense had so far exceeded the estimate, that there were 
only a few pounds to spare. One principal cause of this 
was the circumstance of Mr. Carey's whole family ^ with 
Mrs.. Carey's sister, being induced to accompany him. 
At first it was supposed that Mr. Carey would go out 
with only his eldest son, and with a view of returning ; 
but when things came to a crisis, Mrs. Carey consented 
to go with him, provided her sister would accompany 
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her ; and this circuuntance, though it added to the 
expense, yet, upon the whole, was considered as faTOura* 
He to the object. 

On March 20, 17939 a meeting was held at Leicester 
for prayer, and the solemn designation of the missiona- 
ries. At this meeting Messrs. Fawcett of Hebden 
Bridge, Hopper of Nottingham, Milb of Sheepshead, 
Blandel of Arnsby^ Staughton of Northampton, Morris 
of Clipstoue, Yates of Leicester, Bruin of Glen, Trinder 
of Northampton, Wilson of Olney, and Hobson of 
Walgrare, were added to the committee. 

Our brethren set sail on June 13, 1793, on boaid the 
Princessa Maria, a Danish Indiaman. After their 
departure we had time for reflection. In leviewing the 
events of a few preceding months we were much impress- 
ed. We could scarcely believe that such a number of 
impediments had in so short a time been removed. The 
fear and trembling which had possessed us at the outset, 
had insensibly given way to hope and joy. Upborne by 
the magnitude of the object, and by the encouraging 
promises of God, we had found difficulties subside as we 
approached them, and ways opened beyond all our ex- 
pectations. The thought of having done something 
towards enlarging the boundaries of our Saviour's king- 
dom, and of rescuing poor Heathens and Mahometans 
from under Satan's yoke, rejoiced our hearts. We 
were glad also to see t\^ people of God offering so 
willingly ; some leaving their country, others pouring in 
their property, and all uniting in prayers to heaven for a 
blessing. A new bond of union was furnished between 
distant ministers and churches. Some who had back- 
slidden from Grod were restored, and others who had 
loii^ been poring over their unfruitfulness, and ques- 
tioniiig the reality of their personal religion, having 
their attention directed to Christ and his kingdom, lost 
their fears, and found that peace which in other pursuits 
they had sought in vain. Christians of different denom- 
V inations discovered a common bond of affection ; and 
instead of always dwelling on things wherein they 
differed, found their account in uniting in those wherein 
jthey were agreed. In short, our hearts were enlarged ; 
and if ne other good had arisen from the undertakings 
^ban the effect produced upon our own mindsj ara 
B S 
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the minds of christianlt in our own coantfv, it werft more 
ihan equal to the expense. 



SECTION 11. 

9^^frr§9al of the Mis$iimiiries m InHay and tkdr tH* 
fkment in ike neighhomrhood af MMa* 

AFTER many «nxio«s ^dugbts about our brethren, 
letters were received on July 89, 1794, informing us of 
their safe arrival, and containing a few particukirs, as to 
*hcir difficulties and their prospects. They met with 
'Ram Boskoo soon after their arrival ; Imt ^oandto their 
grief that he bad not kept himself from idols. The let- 
ters, upon the whole, contained as much encouragement 
«s could he expected. We afterwards learned, however, 
that for the first three or four months, Mr. Carey was 
reduced to great straits and triah. Through a number 
of occurrences, which he could not prevent, the invest- 
meiit, which was taken out for their immediate support, 
was sunk ; and he, with his wife and family, in a for- 
eign laud, were utterly destitute of the means of ^ubsist- 
%nce. Taking his family with him, he went about for- 
ty ftiiles east of Calcutta in a boat. On Feb. 6, 1794, 
he stopped at Dehatta, the residence of the late Charles 
Short, Esq, who afterwards married his wife*s sister, and 
whose generosity aad kindness, in a time of such extrem- 
ity, ought never to be forgotten. 

In this neighboarhood he built him an house, or tent, 
mnd thought of taking land, and of cultivating it for his 
support : but early in March he received a letter from 
"Malda, inviting him to go, with his family, and take 
the oversight of an indigo-ifactory, belonging to Mr. U — . 
His colleague also, Mr. Thomas, who had stopped at 
Calcutta, under an idea of supporting himself by his 
profession, received, a little before, a similar invitation. 
Circumstanced as they were, they could not but consid- 
er it as an interposition in providence in fevour both of 
them and their object, and accordingly complied with it. 

This undertaking however occasioned some reflections 
atiome, chiefly among those who were uotso fully ac* . 
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auaintcd with the tenns on which the Miasionaries left 
lieir country, which were, that they were to be supports 
ed by the society ' till they should be able to support 
themselves. Coifscious as they were of acting from the 
piirest motives, the fears which were entertained by 
some lest they should get entangled in woddly pursuits, 
^ieved them. The strain in which Mr. Car^ wrote in 
his jof^nal at the time, is sufficiently expressive of Us 
disinterested regard for 4he mission. ** What is there/* 
says he, ^* in all this world worth living for, but the 
presence and service ef Ood ? I feel a burning desire 
that all the world may know this God, and serve him. 
Oh, how lon^ mil it be ere I «hall know so much of the 
language of the country, as to preach Chriit crucified in 
it ! I am resolved to write to &e Society, that my cii- 
GUmstances are such that I shall not need their future 
support, and to devote a sum monthly for the printing 
of the Bengalee Bible." 

Mr. Carey was not able to set off for Malda till 'May 
Sd, 1794. While thus detained he seems to have felt 
-much from the want of christian society, and of being 
«ble to preach to the natives ; and yet to have been great- 
ly supported. •* I seem," says he, in his journal of 
April 6, •* to be cast out of the christian world, and am 
unable yet to speak with any advantage to the heathens. 
I have no friend to stir up, or encourage me in the 
things of God. The infidelity of Europeans g^rieve% 
me. They tell me that the conversion of the natives is 
impossible. In England I should not be discouraged 
by the sayings of unbelievers ; but here I have no chris- 
tian friend to sympathize with me, nor am I able to 
make the trial by preaching the gospel. All my hope is 
in God. Without his power no European could possi- 
bly be converted, and his power can convert any Hindoo* 
When I reflect that HE hath stirred me up to the work, 
and wrought wonders in preparing the way, I can hope 
in his promises, and am encourag^ and strengthened.'* 
It was observed, that under all the trials of the first 
year, our dear brother, in his communications to the 
Society, made the least of them ; and was much inore 
concerned lest they should be discouraged, than for any 
thing which he himself endured. 
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Arriving at Malda on June 15» he found himself in 
^ery agreeable society* Next day he preached twice ia 
£aglish> and his friend and coUeague, Mr. Thomas, 
met him. His pleasure was great on this occasion, 
bein^ heightened by the recollection of the last six 
months. *^ I feel," said he, *< as if released from a 
prison^ and restored to the joys of christian fellowship.-—- 
Surely the Lord is not thus makiag room for us, and 
removing every difficulty out of the way, without some 
gracious designs towards us." 

Mr. Carey then accepted the superintendence of an 
Indigo-factory at Mudnabatty» and Mr* Thomas of 
another at Moypauldiggy^ both in the neighbourhood of 
Malda ; and covenants were granted to them by the 
British government. Letters were then sent to England 
expressing great pleasure in th^r being able to decline 
at present any further assistance, and ]^opin^ that the 
funds of the Society would be employed in anothf^ 
mission. 

On the arrival of these letters, a meeting was held at 
Arnsby, April 7, 1795. The cpiestion was put respect- 
ing another mission, and which was thought hy all 
present to be desirable. At the same time two young 
jnen, Mr. Jacob Grigg, and Mr. Jas. Rodway, had 
offered themselves as missionaries, and were considered 
as suitable persons. The committee therefore resolved 
,on another mission to Africa, in the neighbourhood of 
Sierra Leone. In the autumn of 1795, the missionaries 
left England u but through the indiscretion of one of 
them, and the ill health of the other, the undertaking 
failed. 

The Rev. Mr. Hogg, finding his situation inconsistent 
with the treasurership, proposed to resign it. The com-^ 
mittee thanked Mr. Ho^g for his past attentions, and 
chose in his stead Mr. King of Birmingham. Mr. Jos. 
Dent of Northampton was at the same time chosen a 
member of the committee instead of Mr. Trinder, de- 
ceased. The members also of the Assistant Society at 
Birmingham were incorporated into . the committee of 
the Primary Society. At the same ti me it was resolved 
to propose it to the subscribers, in the next Number of 
the Periodical Accounts, Whether a small part of the 
Society's funds might not be properly applied to the 
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encouragement of preaching the gospel in the most un- 
enlightened villages in our own countiy ? 

In the spring of 179^\ Mr, John Fountain^ offering 
himself as a missionary, was accepted, and sent out to 
join the brethren in India. The same year it was pro- 
posed that two of the Bristol students during the vaca- 
tion should supply the churches at Salisbury and 
Broughton, and that Mr. Saffery and Mr. Steadman, the 
pastors of those churches, should be requested for that 
time to preach the gospel through the county of Corn- 
wall. This request was complied witVi ; and as it was 
thought to be productive of good effects, the same was 
repeated the next year by Messrs. Steadman and 
Franklin. 

The above measures were engaged in mostly under 
an idea that our brethren in India were now able to sup- 
port themselves ; but in a little time they found their 
resources precarious, and again requested our assistance* 
It was then resolved to pay them the whole of their ar- 
rears, and to continue to allow them as from the begin- 
ning. 



SECTION III. 

Progress of the Mission in Bengal from 1794 io 1799» 

Tfl£ missionaries beine settled as superintendents of 
the Indigo works at Muanabatty and Moypauldiggy, 
they had efiah an opportunity of addressing the work- 
men, and of making excursions to the surrounding vil- 
lages. But during the first year Mr. Carey had repeat- 
ed attacks of an intermittent fever with a dysentery. 
Mrs. Carey also, and their eldest son were much aiBict- 
ed ; and their third son, Peter, at five years of age, died 
of a mortification in his bowels. As soon as they wei» 
able to apply themselves to the work, they set up schools 
at their respective factories ; preached every Lord's dayj 
andfrequently on week days ; and Mr. Thomas was partic- 
ularly kind to the poor, in administering medicines, and 
conversing with them. Many people besides the work- 
men attended their preaching. But for a considerably 
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time it seemed to be without effect. There were, how-> 
ever, a Mr. Long and a Mr. Povveil, two Eaglishmea 
who Had settled ia Beugal, who were each baptized ; aod 
on Nov. 1, 17j^, they, with the missionaries, formed a 
church, and commemorated the Lord*8 death in the 
Supper. Mr. Long was afterwards excluded for im- 
proper conduct ; but Mr. Powell continued an useful 
character till his death, which was at Dinagepore, oa 
Sept. 25, 1802. 

After two years labour some appeared to be impressed 
by the word. " My pundit,*' says Mr. Thomas, *• ask* 
questions, sheds tears, and requests part of the scrip- 
tures of us." His name was Podo Loson. Mr. Carey- 
also entertained considerable hopes of a young brahman 
of the name of Cussiiumt. The brahman, Mohum Chumd, 
also^ who had professed to believe the gospel while Mm* 
Thomas was drst in India, came to them, and contiotted: 
for some time with tbem. Toward the end of 179^ 
jlist at the time of Mr. Fountain's arrival, there were 
several Mahomedaas who appeared not a little promis- 
ing ; particularly Sookmun at Mudnabatty, and Yardee^ 
Doorgotteea^ &c. at Moypauldigey ; where also there 
was a general attention to the word. But none of them 
had resolution enough to give up their cast^ nor have 
they since associated with coristians. 

These disappointments must have been very discour- 
a^ng ; yet, while the parties ccmtinued promising, they 
served no doubt to strengthen'the hands of the missiona- 
ries. Early in 1797 they risited B^otan^ and were 
kindly treated by the Sonbah, a person in authority. 
The e^Fect was, a desire, whenever opportunity offered, 
to introduce the gospel into the country. 

Nor were the whole of their labours in this neighbour- 
hood in vais. Mr. Carey was situated within about 
tlnrty, and Mr. Thomas within about lifteen Knglish 
miles of the ci^ of Dinaoepoes, containing a popuia- 
tion equal jto Birmingham or Manchester. From this 
rity a letter was received, signed by five HrkIoos, inti- 
mating that about three years before that time the brah- 
man Mohun Chand had been there, and had told them a 
little about the gospel of God ; promising also to send 
them certain parts of the translation, but which had not 
bees sent. The object of the letter was to request a sighl 
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ef the translation, and some person to be sent to giTtt 
them further itistruetion. 

About the same time they heard of a Mr. Ignatws 
Fernandez 9 a gentleman of Portuguese extraction re- 
siding in that city, who was desirous of hearing the gos- 
ril. Upon the whole they determined to go. First Mr, 
ouutaia and Mr. Powell went over ; then Mr. Fernan- 
dez paid a visit to Mr. Thomas ; and afterwards Mr. 
Carey went and preached. Mr. Fernandez embraced 
the gospel with much affection, and proved a most 
amiable and valuable character. At his own expense 
he built a place for christian worship, and his heart and 
house were always open to the missionaries. Here also 
they met with Mr. William Cuninghame, Register of 
the civil court, and assistant to the magistrate at Dinage- 
pore, whose regards to them and the gospel greatly en- 
deared him to them. From the magistrate himself also 
they received much friendly treatment. 

Mr. Fernandez was afterwards baptized. It was at his 
house that Mr. Fountain, Mr. Thomas, and Mr. Powell 
died. He is at this time the diligent and useful pastor 
of a church in the same place. 

Nor was the introduction of the gospel at Dinagepore 
^he only permanent effect of the labours of the missiona- 
ries in the neighbourhood of Maid a. About fifty lads 
were taught to read and write, who would otherwise 
have known nothing. It was there, too, that the scrip- 
tures were translated into the Bengalee language ready 
to be printed as soon as opportunity offered. We have 
also of late been informed of pleasing appearances in 
that neighbourhood by the ministry of some of the native 
preachers. May they reap in joy the harvest for which 
the missiouanes sowed in tears I 



SECTION IV- 

Four other Missionaries sent out^ and the seat i 
Mission removed to Serampore. 

AS repeated requests had been made for more mi 
ariesy^ and particularly for one who should understai 
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pnrintiQg business, the committee paid every possible at«* 
tention to this object. In the spring of 1799> they were 
enabled to send out four men and four women ; namely, 
Mr. and Mrs. Marshmau, Mr. and Mrs. Grant, Mir. 
and Mrs. Brunsdon, Mr, William Ward, and Miss 
Tidd. Mr. Ward understood the printing business, 
and Mr. and Mrs. Marshman had kept a school. 

The instructions given them were, among other thin^, 
to << beware, both from a principle of conscience and 
from a regard ^o their own interest, and that of the mis- 
sion, of intemleddling with any political concems*-to be 
obedient to ^e laws in all civil aifairs — to respect mag- 
istrates, b(ith supreme and subordinate, and teach the 
same things to others — in fine, to apply themselves 
wholly to the all-important concerns of that evangelical 
service to which they had so solemnly dedicated them- 
selves." Moi^eover, that *• however gross might be the 
idolatries, and heathenish superstitions that might fall 
under their notice, they should sedulously avoid all 
rudeness, insult, or interruption, during the observance 
of such superstitions, observing no methods but thofi(e of 
Christ and his apostles, namely, the persevering use of 
scripture, reason, prayer, meekness, and love." 

Our brethren embarked on board the Criterion, com- 
manded by Capt. Wickes, on May 25, 1799 ; a^d after 
an agreeable voyage, arrived at the Danish settlement of 
Serampore, on Oct. 13, of the same year. From thence 
they wrote to Mr. Carey, and waited his answer. 

On Lord's day, Oct. 27, they had public worship, and 
the Danish Governor, (Col. Bie) with several other gen- 
tlemen attended. The same day Mr. Grant was taken 
ill of a cold, attended with a kind of stupor ; and the 
following Thursday died. The governor, his family, 
and a number of Europeans attended the funeral. 

On Nov. 9, Mr. Fountain arrived from Mudnabattj% 
and was married to Miss Tidd ; and, on the 14th, he 
and Mr, Ward set off to visit Mr. Carey at that place. 

Circumstances at this time were difficult and delicate. 
Mr. Carey had made all the interest he could, that the 
four missioiiaries and their wives, might be permitted to 
proceed and settle in the neighbourhood of Malda, hut 
without effect. As they could not come to him, the 
pnly alternative was, whether he should go to thexd, or 



Digitized 



by Google 



179M^} Of ihfi Bapti$t Hfiuion. 17 

whether tbey diouUi labour separately. The dtcisidfi 
of t^his question was the object of Mr. Ward's journey. 

lu respect of Muduabatty, the factory at that plaoe 
had, owing to the failure of the crops, been given up* 
And Mr. Carey, with a view to provide for the mission^ 
had taken a small place at Kidderpore, about twelve 
miles distant, where he intended to carry on a little busi- 
ness, aud to erect some dwellings for the other missiona- 
ries. The relinquishing of this undertaking would be a 
loss of 5001. They had formed a church — God had 
given tnem some Europeans for their hire — a degree of 
light had been diffused among the natives — a school 
was established* — ^the state of things at Dinagepore. was 
promising — the society would be burdened with new ei^- 
penses, &c. &c. On the other hand Mr. Carey's en- 
gagements at Mudnabatty were within a few weeks of 
termiiiating^-at Seramjwre they would meet with pro- 
tection and accommodation — ^the great ends of the mis- 
sion, particularly the printing of the scriptures, were 
likely to be answered in that situation rather than 
in the other— the country was more populous. — All 
things coowdered, Mr. Carey determined to remove. 
It was not a light matter to him ; but a necessity seem- 
ed to be laid upon him. On Jan. 10, 1800, he arrived 
at Serampore ; and the next day was introduced to the 
Governor, who received him in a very friendly manner. 

The first object of attention was lo settle a plian of fam- 
ily government. All the missionaries were to preach 
and pray in turn ; one to superintend the affairs of the 
family for a month, and then another ; Mr. Carey was 
appointed treasurer, and keeper of the piedicine chest : 
Mr. Fountain, librarian ; Saturday evening was devoted 
to adjusting any differences which might arise during 
the week, and pledging themselves to love one another ; 
finally, it was resolved that no one should engage in any 
private trade ; hut that whatever was done by any mem'- 
ber of tJie family; should be done for the benefit of the 
mission. 

The rent of the lodgings which they at present occu- 
pied was very high. They therefore purchased a house, 

♦ This however must have been given up, on rcrooving'tq^ 
Kldderpore, equally as to Serampore. 
C 
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hy the river side, with a pretty large piece of groundt 
It had various accommodations^ but the price alarmed 
them ; yet the rent in four years would Intve amounted 
to the purchase. 

Mr, Carey having nearly finished the translation of 
the Old and New Testament into Bengalee ; having 
«lso obtained a press, and agreed with a letter founder at 
Calcutta for types, all things were now in readiness for 
printing. Accordingly, the press being set up, under 
the direction of Mr. Ward, they proceeded to advertise 
for subscribers to the Bengalee Bible. And as it wcw 
necessary for their support to attend to printing in gene- 
ral, and to open a school to be superintend^ by Mr. 
and Mrs. Marshman, each was included in the advertise- 
ment. As an encouragement at the out-set, they were 
promised the Grovernment printing, and the teaching of 
the Grovemor's children. I^me inquiry was made by 
the Groveruor-General, respecting the press ; but on 
being informed that (official papers for the Danish €rov- 
ernment excepted,) its operations were confined to the 
printing of the Scriptures, and religious tracts, and that 
the missionaries made it an invariable rule to priat 
nothing of a political nature, he was satisfied. 



SECTION V. 

Progress ^f the Mission ai Serampore from 1800 f© 
1807, containing the principal events under each 
year successively. 

1800. 

AS soon as the missionaries were settled at Serampore^ 
those who had acquired the lan^age began preaching 
the gospel both in the town and neighbourhood. The first 
sheet of the Bengalee New Testament was struck off 
May l6. They printed 2000 copies, besides five hun- 
dred of the gospel by Matthew, for immediate distribu- 
tion. Early in June they opened a Bengalee school, in 
which the children of those natives who chose to send 
them, were taught gratis; and by the 20th of Juljr 
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there were forty scholars. A native of the name of 
Goko^if residing at Serampore, appeared to be much 
affected with wluit he heard and saw. Early in August 
Mr. Ward speaks of having had Mr. Carey's two eldest 
sons in his room for religious conversation and instruc- 
tion ; and says, ** they wept, read^ prayed, and asked 
questions.** <^. All our brethren," says Mr. Carey about 
tne same time, ** have lately been more than^ usually 
solicitous for the spread of the gospel.'* 

Mr. Fountain had been visited by a severe dysentery^ 
which laid him aside for several weeks. He had so far 
recovered, however^ as to set off with Mrs. Fountain on 
a journey up the country^ and on July 26th reached 
Dmagepore. By letters which he wrote to his brethren, 
k appeared that he was nearly recovered ; but the dis- 
order returned, and on Aug. 20th, at the house of Mr.. 
Fernandez, he died. AH was done for him that medical 
skill and christian kindness could do ; but all was inef* 
fectuaL He was resigned and happy. 

In October, Mr. Marshman and Mr. Ward began to 
preach to the natives ; and Felix Care^ going out with 
tl»e latter, addressed them in a. striking,^ simple, and 
evangelical strain. 

Soon after this an afflicted lady came up the river ffom 
Calcutta. She intended to have gone farther, but feel- 
ing herself unable, stopped at Serampore. Having tak- 
en lodeines at the hotel, she inquired for an English 
prayerJbooK. As no such article could be had at the 
hotel, her desire was communicated to the missionaries* 
But neither could they furnish her with the article she 
wanted. Mr. Marshman, however, wrote her a friendly 
note, and accompanied it with two other books, pointing 
out the way to everlasting life. The lady came next 
morning to the mission^ouse, apparently in great dis- 
tress of mind, and inquiring what she must do ? She re- 
quested permission to stop during family worship. The 
hymn sung on that occasion was, *<'Come, ye sinners, 
poor and wretched," She was greatly affected, and ask- 
ed leave to attend with them every day durinff her corf- 
tinuanoe at Serampore« After this she was desirous of 
hearing more about the way of salvation, and Mr. Marsh- 
man discoursed on the atonement as the ground of ac« 
ceptance with God, read the agony in the g^en^ th% 
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53d chapter of Isaiah, and the third chapter of the Ro- 
mansy while she with the greatest eagerness drauk in the 
doctrine of the cross. In a short time she returned to 
Calcutta, and died ; and, they had every reason to hope, 
in the faith of Christ. 

After the lady's decease, Mr, M arshman saw her hus- 
band, from whose accoAit of her last end his hopes were 
strengthened. The event also appeared to have made a 
considerable impres^on on his mind. He proved to be 
conversant with the Bible, and yet totally ignorant of the 
way of salvation. He was quite astonished at what was 
stated to him from Rom. iii. 23 — 28. After a long and 
•enous conversation, nearly at midnight, they both kneeV- 
ed down, and prayed in succession. The gentleman's 
name was Rolt. He was afterwards baptized, and mar- 
ried for his second wife Mr. Brunsdon's widow. 

Mr. Thomas, who was pr^ching in Bheerboom^ about 
the ei^d of October paid a visit at Serampore, and 
brought with him a Hindoo, whose name was Fakir a^ 
of whom he entertained great hopes. Fakira of his own 
accord proposed to be baptized, and all were satisfied 
with his profession ; but before the time, he left Seram- 
pore, and went amongst bis relatives, with a view, as he 
said, first to fetch his child. Whether his resolution 
failed him, or whether he was forcibly detained by his 
relations, the missionaries heard no more of him. 

During this visit, Mr. Thomas's conversations and 
prayers were observed to be'moi;e than usually impres- 
sive. He himself says, in his journal of Oct*, 12, " I 
longed for the out-pouring of God's Spirit, and did ask 
for it believingly for an hour or more together. At 
midnight I was enabled to pour out strong cries and 
supplications to God." Speaking also of the other mis- 
sionaries, he says, " The holy unction appears on them 
all, especially of late." A we^y prayer-meeting was 
set up at Mr. Thomas's desire, for" the success of the 
mission ; and what was observed of Mr. Carey, seems to 
have been common to them all, that the death of Christ 
was more and more the theme of their preaching. 

Early in November many repaired to the mission- 
house for the gospel by Matthew, which was given to all 
who desired it. On the 25th, Mr. Thomas vvas called 
to attend a man whose arm was dislocated. After the 
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op^ration^ be talked to him very impressively concerning 
his salvation. The name of the man was Kristno^ He 
wept like a child» and even sobbed while Mr. T* talked 
to him, Gokoolr of whom mention has been made, 
before^ lived near him, and was present at the time. 
Two days after this» Kristno wanted to come to the 
mission-house for instruction ^ for he said, they had not 
only cured his arm, but brought him the news of salva^ 
tion. He and Gokoal came together and heard the 
word. The consequence was, GokooPs wife and family 
deserted him ; but those of Kristno were like-minded 
with himself. The family of the latter was then visited. 
The women appeared to have learned more of the gos- 
pel than was expected ; and after having heard it more 
particularly explained, they declared for Christ. 

On the 22d of December, Gokool and Kristno came 
and ate publicly with the missionaries, by which act 
they threw away their cast. The servants, and as many 
as witnessed it, were astonished, as they, had all said> 
No one would lose cast for the gospel ^ nor were the 
missionaries much short of being so.. They saw that 
day what th^ had been waiting and hoping for many 
years, and concerning which they had met with so many 
disappointments^ This insurmountable difficulty, as it 
had been considered, seemed now to ^ve way without 
any effort on the part of the missionaries. *• God," aa^ 
Mr. Marshman observed, •* has done it with perfect 
ease. Thus the door of faith is opened to the Gentiles %. 
who shall shut it ? The chain of the cast is broken, who^^ 
•hall mend it ?'* 

The same evening, Gokool without his family, but 
Kristno with his,^ came and offered themselves willingly- 
to the diurch, each making a solenm profession of fai th- 
in Christ, and of obedience to his commands. Their 
hearts, to use the words of Gokooly seemed " nailed ta 
Christ.**^^ Mr.. Thomas was almost overcome with joy.. 
At the ctose of the meeting they all stood up and sung,, 
" Salvation, O th6 joyful sound," &c.. 

lt4vsA soon noisai abroad that these people had lost 
cast I and now a time of trial dtew near.. The next day 
a great company of people assembled, twa thousand or 
thereabouts, pouring out their execrations upon them;. 
Taking them by force, they first dragged them, before 
C 2 ■ 
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the Danish magistrate; but he, instead of censuringy 
comQiended them for what they had done. Being dis- 
missed, they came a second time with Kristno with a 
new charge, accusing him of refusing to deliver up bis 
daughter to a man who had contracted for her in mar- 
riage. The magistrate however defended KristnOy and 
assured the girl that she should not be compelled to 
marry the man against her consent. The governor also 
promised the missionaries that they should not be inter- 
rupted in baptizing. 

The hubbub thut had thus been raised did not shake 
the resolution of Kristno; but his family, and Gokool, 
were intimidated by it. On the 27th they sent to the 
mission-house, saying, ** they wished to put oif their 
baptism for a few weeks." The next day, (Lord's day 
the 28th) was the time appointed for baptizinjj. Kristno 
came forward, and with r elix Carey, was baptized in the 
Hoogly. A considerable number of Europeans and 
natives attended ; many of whom appeared to be struck 
with the solemnity of the ordinance. " When Kristno 
came from dressing, (which here is a very short work) 
a German lady who was present, took him by the hana 
and held him for some moments. She was unable to 
make him understand her words, but she manifestly 
thanked him in her heart for having renounced the 
worship of devils." After the Lord's supper had been 
celebrated, Kristno said he was " full of joy." 



1801. 

On the first day of January, Mr. Fernandez, with his 
*on, and Mr. Powell arrived from Dinagepore. His de- 
sign was to be baptised, and to place his son at school, 
Gokool having absented himself from the missionaries, 
was sitting melancholy in his house. Kristno* s heart 
was happy, and his conversations and prayers in his fam- 
ily appear to have been blessed to the restorinf^ of them 
to a right mind. Being asked by a European in the 
«treet, " What he got by his late prpfession of Christian- 
ity ?" he answered, « He got nothing but joy and com- 
fort ; it was the work of love," 
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On Lord^s day the 18th, Mr. Fernandez and Ja^ 
mooniy (Kristno's wife's sister) were baptised, and join^ 
ed the church. At a conversation meeting on the 2269 
she said, *^ She had found a treasure in Christ greater 
than everything else in this' world.*' Kristno said his 
chief ** thoughts now were about the salvation of others." 

About this time Mr. Ward called on a Scotch gentle- 
man who had met with some severe worldly losses. 
He said he was religiously educated, and that this res- 
trained him a good deal till he came into India, when 
he became like other .Europeans. Ten years ago his 
troubles came on. They failed however to produce any 
^ood in him. He came to Serampore five years since, 
but continued to live without God till he attended wor- 
ship at the mission-house when he felt a new kind of sen- 
sations. After that he borrowed and read the most 
valuable books in the mission library. His happiest 
hours, he said, were at a throne of grace. His Bible 
was to him a new book. His afflictions appeared in a 
new and interesting light. ' The law was new ; and the 
way of salvation was precious. 

A widow of the name of Unna who lived in Kristno*^ 
family, was observed to weep in hearing Mr. Ward dis*- 
course to them. She came afterwards with the other 
women to the mission-house. She said one day to Mr. 
Carey, ** Formerly, I never saw my sins : now I peiw 
ceive that I am a sea of sin." On Fdi). ISth she made 
an open profession of Christ** name. Riisoo • also 
(Kristno's wife) was present, and appeared to be of the 
same mind. On Lord's day, the 22d, they were both 
baptised. 

The effect of these baptisings was, that all the children 
of the Bengalee school were taken away by their parents, 
lest they should be made christians ; and the only chil- 
dren ien for instruction were those of Kristno 9 to whom 
the missionaries now paid the greater attention, and 
amongst whom there were some hopeful appearances. 

The bapiised Hindoos appeared to grow much in 
knowled;g?e and affection. Their manner of speaking 
was singular and impressive. " Christ (said one) is my 
joy, my hope, my all. If worldly things draw my 
mmd from him, I say. Mind, why dost thou leave 
Christ ? There i^ no other Saviour. - If thou leave liiiii. 
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ihou fiillast into hell. leharge tbee» B^nd, tbatthoa 
keep close to Christ.**— << I was formerly (said another) 
ia prison. The light of the gospel came to the prison 
door, and I got out. My prayer now is, that Satan 
may imprisou me no more* I call to mind continoally 
the suffering of Christ.*' 

The printms of the New Testament being finished^ a 
meeting for thanksgiving was appointed. Copies were 
presented to the Governor, and the Governor-general, 
which were favourably received. All things wore an en« 
couraging aspect ; except that the state of Mr. Bmns-^ 
don*8 health excited strong apprehensions that th^ 
would be called to part with him. 

In April, Kristno*s eldest daughter, Goloofs^, was for* 
cibl^ taken away by the person who had contracted for 
her in marriage, and carried to Calcutta. As she was 
passing by a police-office, she cried out for j ustice. The 
men who carried her off, were of course detained. 
When the magistrate inquired into her complaint, she 
answered, " I have heard of the love and sufferings of 
Christ; these things have laid hold of my mindi I am 
a christian of choice ; and am not willing to go with 
jthis man.'* The magistrate said,^ he ** could not sepa*^ 
rate them, but would take care that she should profess 
what religion she chose." This however was what he 
could not> or did nor perform ; and the young woman 
was much grieved at being left, contrary to her will, in- 
the hands of idolaters. It was also a great trial tot. 
Kristno and his family. The women endeavoured to> 
^ud her out, and to furnish her with a New Testamentu 
and some hymns. 

, About this time Mr. Carey was appointed by Marquis. 
Wellesly to an important station in the New College of 
J*ort- William. He had iio expectation of any such ap- 

Elication being .made to him ; and when it was made, 
ad some hesitation as to complying with it, lest i# 
should interfere with his proper work as a missionary. 
Nor did he accede to the appointment till he had con- 
i^lted with his brethren, who thought that it might pro«> 
mote rather than obstrujct the great objects of the mis« 
sion. Every temporal advantage that might arise fron^ 
it would, on the ground of their establish^ rules,^ be on- 
ly so much added to the missionary stock. 
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On the morning of May 8th, the British flag was 
hoisted at Serampore. At ten o'clock the missionaries 
were ordered to appear at the Government-house, On 
presenting themselves they were treated with the utmost 
civility, both by the late !uanish Governor, and the En- 
glish Commander, and told to go on with their school, 
preaching, &c. in the same peaceable way ati before.— 
On the ^9th, Gokooly who had fainted at the outset, 
came forward again, resolved to join the gospel standard, 
let the consequences be what they might. On June 
7th, he was baptized ; and what was more surprising. 
Iris wife, who had made such violent opposition, was pres- 
ent, and seemed to express some approbation of the gos- 
"pel. She had listened to Tier husband more attentively 
of late, and her prejudices seemed to be giving way. 

^lextday Mr. Carey accompanied Kristno to Cal- 
cutta to see his daughter. He talked affectionately to 
the family ; but whue they seemed to be listening to his 
words, he perceived something going forward indicative 
of mischief. He therefore stepped into his palanquin, 
and ordered the bearers to take him away. The oppo- 
sition which they made to this, left very little doubt 6f 
its being their intention to assassinate him. 

Kristno w^ now in the habit of talking to his neigh- ' 
hours who came to him at his work, in some such strain 
as this : — " In all your worship there is no fruit. None 
of the debtas died for sinners ; but Jesus Christ came 
into the world for this. This is the greatest love I ever 
heard of. At the house of the missionaries I have seen 
stich love as I never saw before. When a man believes 
in Christ he gets a new mind. This is the fruit of be- 
coming a chnstian, &c. &c.*' The missionaries from 
such specimens hoped that he would soon be able to 
preach Christ to his countrymen. 

^ On the 3d of July, Mr. Brunsdon, after a long afflic- 
tion, died at Calcutta. This, with the deaths which pre- 
ceded it, was a heavy loss to the mission. Early in 
August, the missionanes were visited by their much re- 
spected friend, Capt. Wickes, from Philadelphia ; who 
rejoiced to hear of all the mercy and the truth which the 
Lord had shewn them. 

GokooVs wife, whose name was KomaU had now be- 
come an attentive hearer and believer of the gospel ; 
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md as Ant was always con^dered as being of a frank 9xv3t 
open temper, the missionaries had the less appidieiisioii 
^ being imposed upon. On the fourth of October, ^e 
was baptised. <' We have now, (says Mr. Marshman) 
wx baptised Hindoos, whom we esteem more precious 
than gems. Yet we need great }Hrudence in our con*- 
duct towards them. We have to encourage, to strength- 
en, to counteract, to advise, to disapprove, to teach, and 
to do all in such a manner as to endear our Saviour and 
ourselves to than.'* 

About the same time, the missionaries purchased the 
house and premises adjoining thor own. The garden 
and out*buildings contained more than four acres of lancL 
By this addition they had room not only for the schools, 
ainl for the printing and binding business, but also fer 
any new misnonanes that mignt arrive. They nuKle 
themselves trustees for the society, as they had done in 
the first purchase. . 

On the 13th of this month died Mr. John Thomas, a^ 
the house of Mr. Fernandez, at Dinagepore. This was 
the fourth death that had taken place among the mis- 
sionaries within the last two years. For the memoirs of 
these four missionaries, we must refer to the periodical 
Jiccounts, Nos. vii.— x. 

During this month, Mr. Ward and Kristno virited 
certain parts of the country from whence persons IwL 
come for religious instruction, preaching and distribut- 
ing papers as they proceeded ; and some of the women 
went to visit their female relations up the country, where 
they also conversed about the gospel. Mr. Ward in his 
excursion was detained by a police officer on much the 
same grounds as have been lately alleged, namely, that^ 
the Company had given no orders for the natives to lose 
cast, Mr. W. assured him that the papers were entirely 
religious ; and on his offering to sign them with his own 
name, the officer released him. The papers thus signed 
were sent to Calcutta, and examined. Some alleged, 
that it was improper to attack the religion of the natives ; 
but others answered that there was nothing more in the 
papers than had been always tolerated in the Roman 
Catholics in the Company's territories. Nothing there* 
fore came of it ; aad during the administration of Mar- 
quis Wellesly nothing more was heard on the swbjectf 
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I>ttnng the months of Nov^oaber and December there 
were many people inquiring af^r the gospel^ and some 
hopeful appearances among the Portuguese CathoHcs at 
Calcutta* 

In the course of this year, CoL Bie transmitted to his 
Government an account of the settlement of the mission* 
aries at Serampore, in consequence of which his Danish 
Majesty directed the Royal College of Commerce at 
Copenhagen to signify his pleasure to the Governor of 
Serampore, that the society of missionaries be considered 
as under his Majesty's protection and patronage, which 
they accordingly signified by a letter, bearing date Sept. 
5, 1801. 

The Governor-General also of British India was pleas* 
ed to assure one of the missionaries, that he ** was per- 
fectly acquainted with all the concerns and operations at 
Serampore, and felt great satisfaction at their affisirr be- 
ing attended with a degree of success." 

1802. 

THIS year was introduced by a solemn thanksgiving 
to God for his great goodness during that which was 
past, with the baptizing of a native of the name of 
Petumber Shingee. He had about a month before read 
a tract, which had so impressed his mind that he resolved 
to find out the writer. On the 12th of December, 1801, 
he came to the mission^house and heard the gospel ; on 
the 20th threw away his cast, and on January 3d was 
baptized. He appeared from the first to be very sincere 
and decided, and has proved an honourable and useful 
character. He is since df ad.* 

In the first three months of this year there was much 
to encourage, and much to try the missionaries. Per- 
sons arrived from the district of Jessore for New Testa- 
ments in consequence of having read some of the tracts 
distributed in the preceding October ; many were in- 
quiring after salvation ; several Europeans were impress- 
ed with the reality of religion ; Letters an the Evidences 
i^ Christianity had been published in the Calcutta 

• Soe the Memoir of him in Periodical Accounts, No. xvii* 
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GazeMe, Aad were now reprinted at Serampore. — On tbe 
other haiid, some uupleusant tljuigs took place among 
the baptized, which called for a faiuiful and prudent ex- 
ercise of discipline ; difficulties also arose on the em- 
ployment of the converts ; and cases occurred of husbands 
whose unbelieving wifes refused to live with them. 

On the 4th <^' April, a native who had previously lost 
casts of the name of Si/am Doss, was baptized. IJe 
proved to be a simple-hearted ^ood man, and was in- 
strumental to the conversion of one of bis neighbours, 
(Bharut ij but died, or was murdered on a journey in 
the autumn of the same year, about five months after his 
baptism. 

About this time a brahman came to Serampore, who 
lived with Du lol. Dnlol is a famous leader of a Hi^j- 
doosect. They are a kind of Deists, setting light by 
the superstitions of the country, and by the cast ; but 
making light also of sin, heaven and heiU He said that 
Dulol sent him to get baptized first, and that he himself 
would follow, and bring with him an bundled thousand 
disciples ! The missionaries had no faith in this tale : 
they thought it right, however, to pay him a visit. For 
this purpose Mr. Carey, Mr. Marshman, and Kristno 
{who had formerly been one of his disciples) set oft' for 
Ghospara, the place of his^ residence. They perceived 
Jiim to be a designing man, living in state upon the 
Credulity of his followers ; and full of the notion, that 
whatever evil we did, it was God that wrought it in us. 
After a little friendly but faithful conversation, they 
parted. The only favourable impression which struck 
them was, that this sect was calculated to shake the 
superstitions of the country, and so might prove subser- 
vient to the gospel. 

On May 10th, Mr. Ward and Mrs. Fountain we're 
married. Heretofore the marriages had been performed 
by an English clergyman ; but the missionaries having 
been advised to marry their own people, they, with the 
concurrence of the civil authorities, drew up a simple 
form for the purpose ; and the business was conducted 
to the satisfaction of all preseat. Soon after this, three 
Mussulmans came from a distance of about sixty miles 
to inquire after this new xoay. The missionaries invited 
them to stay a few days and judge. They were very 
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inquisiliire, and stated their objections candidly. When 
the way of salvation was pointed out» they paid great 
attention, and departed 'quite pleased with their visit, 
inviting the missionaries into their part of the country. 

Kristno having lost nauch of his former employment 
by becoming a christian, the Governor was very kind in 
employing him, and in sending for his children to hear 
them read. Kristno was alsa employed by Mr. Rolt. 
This kindness was the more acceptable, when others, 
even Europeans, who pretended to be christians, were 
joining the idolaters in ridiculing and reproaching him. 

Theiwitive free-school, which had been deserted on the 
iirst baptizing^ began to recover its former state. Its 
funds also, which were supported by the liberal dona- 
tions c^the fri«>ds of the gospel in oifferent parts of th^ 
country, exceeded all expectations. 

Golook^ KriUno's eldest daughter, having returned to 
her father's house, prayed the missionaries to baptize 
her. After waiting about a month, they complied with 
her request. She was baptized on June 6. — ^Miss 
Rumohr also, a German lady who resided at Serampore, 
was baptized on the 13th. At this time, Mr. Marsha 
man says, " There is a greater number of iiK^uirers than 
^ any former period." 

On July 4, four more were baptized ; namely, Peroo^ 
a Mussulman ; BfMrut, a Hindoo, whose conversion was 
occasioned by a conversation with Si/am Dass ; Petumber 
MUH^9 a kaist from Jessore ; and JPropodee, his wife. 

Mr. Marshman going one evening about this time to 
the house of Kristno, found them spinning. Upon in- 
quiry, he found that what a woman might earn by indus- 
try, bears as great a proportion to the wages of a man, as 
the. same employment used to do in^ Eti^and. He took 
occasion from thence to mention the advantages which 
they, as christians, would derive from industry, frugality, 
and contentment with small things ; adverting to the 
caseof ma«y pomr but honouraMe christians in Elnglaod, 
who ikm aderned the gospel. Tlus is a Bccessary les- 
mo here, ,a$ their ideas of industry and economy are gen- 
«fatt|r very lax« 

' l^owaidstheend ofthtt month, a Mussulman, ywhose 
fitflM WASi ilf oorad, came fr«m Poncihetaluckphool, or ^s 
ikeyu^ua^ call it by way of coutractioiv Laickphoal, 
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With an invitation from a considerable number of peo* 
pie in that part of the country to go and preach the gos- 
pel to them. It was determined that Mr. Marshman 
should go with Moorad, They set out on the 10th of 
August, taking Petumber Mittre and Bharut with them. 
Arriving at Luckphool on Lord's day the 15th, tbcy 
stopped under a large tree, which was the appointed 
place for hearing. The people came together and re- 
ceived them in the most affectionate manner. Each sit- 
ting down on the grass, they entered immediately on the 
subject. After having heard with much earnestness for 
about half an hour, they entreated the preacher to rest, 
and take some refreshment. He did so, and then renew- 
ed his sublet. They heard with great attention, put 
questions to him as he proceeded, and insisted on proof 
for every thing ; but all in the most candid manner. 
The idea of God's hatred of sin being manifested more 
by the death of his Son, than if the whole world had been 
punished, struck them sensibly. 

Having discoursed four or five hours, Mr^ M. observed 
that they must needs be weary, and proposed to retire to 
his boat. To this they consented ; but they followed 
him to the boat, and while he lay down to sleep, were in 

'full conversation with Petumber. In about two hams 
he rose and renewed his work. Taking these words as 
the ground of his discourse, •* We prav you in Christ's 
-stead, be ye reconciled to God," he described the dis- 
tance that sinners were at from God ; and the insuf- 
ficiency of all other ways of reconciliation but the gospel. 
After this they retired to a veranda, where they spent the 
evening, sitting round and asking questions on Christ, 
the resurrection, a future state, &c. At nine o'clock 
Mr. M. retired, full of thankfulness and astonishment at 
what had passed in the day ! 

These people, amounting to some hundreds, had for 
the last fourteen years begun to dislike the idolatry of 
the country ; and attaching themselves to a grave elder^ 
ly man, as their goroo or teacher, had from that time 
Deen inquiring after the right. way. Neelo (for that 
was the old man's name] had taught them that there was 
wie Cfodt wh%m he called Father , who alone was to be 
worshipped: that sin was to be forsaken ; and that m 

farther revelmtum was Jo be expected. It was in conse^ 
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quence of his having heard of the missionaries that 
Moorad was sent to Serampore, to request them to come 
and visit them. After Mr. Marshman had spent the 
Lord's day amongst them, as above related, the old man 
took him aside for private conversation, and appeared to 
be very averse to brahmanism, and friendly to the gospel 
as opposed to it, recommending it also to his people, as 
being the revelation which he had given them to expect. 
Many of the people accompanied Mr. Marshman several 
miles on his return, and seemed to part with him with 
much reluctance. 

- " I never saw any Hindoos," . says Mr. M. " except 
Kristna's family, listen to the gospel like these people : 
time can only discover how they really feel towards it. 
Their behaviour towards me was very affectionate." 

- In returning home, Mr. M. called on another goroo, 
who had nearly 20,000 followers. His name was Seeb 
JRam OasSf and his residence at Juggerdandakatty* 
There was much less pomp and artifice in him than in 
Dulol : and much less conviction and affection than in 
Ne^o and his people at Luckphool. The general im- 
pression was, that they were loosened from the Hindoo 
and Mahomedan systems, which marked the hand of 
providence, and might be introductory to the gospel. 

On Sept. 4, Mr. .Rolt of Calcutta was baptized, and 
joined the church at Serampore. Upon the whole, many- 
things wore an encouraging aspect. They were balanc- 
ed however by others of a different complexion. Gokool 
required to be excluded, and Petumber Mittre to be 
suspended. On the ^th, Mr. Powell died ; and about 
the same time Syam Dass was supposed to be murdered* 

On the 27th, three of the Luckphool people arrived 
at Serampore, with intelligence of the brahmans having 
raised a persecution against them. Mr. Marshman soon 
after his departure had been hung in ^S^^y by them ; 
and these messengers on their setting out were hissed 
away by the mob. They requested to be visited again. 

On Oct. 1 1th, Mr. Ward and William Carey set out 
with them for Luckphool. On their arrival they had 
much conversation with Neelo and his friends, who 
agreed to set up a school, and proposed building a place 
for Christian worship. — During this year Mr. and Mrs, 
Chamberlain were sent out by the committee to assist- 
in the labours of the India Mission* 
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1803, 

THIS year wa» introdaced witli some painfiil erents 
among the baptized natives. ffristnOf though an up- 
right character upon the whole, yet by giving wi^ to 
temper produced a schism hi the church, which, had it 
not been managed with great prudence, might have been 
of serious consequence. Bv means of expostitkttimi and 
forbearance all was rectified. 

While these things exercised the patience of the mis- 
tfionaries, they were encouraged by perceiving symptomft 
6r repentance in CroAi<>o/*whom they had been oblrg^*to 
exclude ; also by the coming of two raquirers after Ae 
gospel, Boodhesia, and Kfisttfo Presand. The former 
was a IMussulman ; and had made an eight day^s 
journey, in consequence of having seen a tract. Tlie 
latter was a young brahman from liahatta. On Jan. ^d, 
they were both baptized. Boodhessa being very desir- 
ous for some person to go with him to his part of tlie 
country, ITn^ito was appointed for that purpose. — ^On 
the 27th, Mr, and Mrs. Chamberlaiii arrived at Beram* 

S>re. The pleasure with which they were reeeired by 
e native christians, as well as by the missionaries, was 
great. «* They cannot talk our language,** said they, 
" but we perceive that all our hearts arc one : we are 
united in the death of Christ." — Towards the end of thfis 
month, besides the New Testament, the first volnrae of 
the Old, the Psalms, and a part of Isaiah were finished, 
and began to be a good deal read in different places. A 
new fount of Naggree types was nearly completed ; atid 
a house was taken in Calcutta for preaching to both 
Europeans and Natives. 

Ill February they speak of " the affairs of the mission 
growing more and more weighty." Several new inquir- 
ers arrived ; amongst whom was Sheet aTam a sooder, 
from Bishoohurry in Jessore, and who on the 27th was 
baptized. The zeal, the simplicity, and the good eon- 
duct of this man proved, as will be seen, a great blessing 
to several of liis relations and nei<>hbours. 

Gokool haviiig of late discovered much of a right spir- 
it, was foroiveu, and on March 5th restored to tommu- 
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nion. On the 6th, Petumber Shingee began preaching 
to a mixed congre^tion of Hindoos, Mussulmans, Ar- 
menians and Enghsh. After praying a short time ^ith 
fervour and consistency he sat down, and with his hands 
joined together and stretched out, craved their attention. 
He then spoke for an hour with faithfulness and proprie- 
ty, and closed with prayer. The missionaries were 
pleased and satisfied with this his first attempt ; and as 
it was the first sermon from a native, considered it as an 
important era in the history of the mission, and the in- 
crease of such preachers to be the grand desideratum for 
the conversion of the Hindoos. 

The duty of a christian native who had niore than one 
wife at the time of his conversion, was discussed about 
this time. The result seems to have been this, that 
though the New Testament condemns polyeam^% yet 
where the party has more wives than one at the time of 
his becoming a christian, he is not required to put any 
of them away, only that he shall be unqualified for the 
ministry. 

During this month, Mr. Marshman paid another visit 
to Luck^ool, and talked seriously to those who profess- 
ed to believe in Christ, and yet from fear of temporal 
inconveniences declined to be baptized in his name. It 
appeared to Mr. M. from this visi^ very doubtful, 
whether the zeal which these people discovered on his- 
first goin^ amongst them, did not arise more from oppo- 
sition to tlie power and influence of the brahmans, than 
from any just sentiments of the gospel. 

Lord's day, April 3, was introduced by a morning meet- 
ing of thanksgiving to God for his mercies. After break- 
fast, Sadutia^ the brother of Boodhessa^. a farmer ; Ram 
KoteeUf a young kaist, of respectable connexions in 
Calcutta ; and William Carey, Mr. Carey's second son,- 
were baptized. In the afternoon it was observed, they 
had a lovely company at the Lord's supper ; and that 
their anxiety for converts to Christ was now in a meas- 
ure changed into anxiety for those who were already 
converted. 

The next day Kristno Presaud was mariied to Onuji-* 

lb, Kristno" 3 second daughter. The marriage wasr 

conducted much in the same way as Mr. Ward's had 

heen. Mr. Carey, after explaining the nature ^^ 

D ^ 
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ends of marriage, and noticing the impropriety of the 
Hindoo customs, read certain portions of scripture, and 
after them the marriage agreement. The parties then joint- 
ed hands, promised love, faithfulness, obedience, &c* 
then signed the agreement, to which others added their 
names as witnesses. A prayer for a divine blessing fol- 
lowed, and the whole was concluded with a temperate 
and cheerful repast of raisins, platitains, &c. The day 
following they had a supper at the house of Kristno^ the 
bride's mther, where all sat down together withoat 
distinction of colour or country. This to spectators was 
a new thing. It was begun and ended with prayer and 
praise, and afforded a glorious triumph over the cast. 

On the ^th. Sheet ar am arrived, bringing with him his 
sister Oamaree, and two other persons ; namely, 
Gotame€f a Mussulman, and Kyemee^ a Hindoo widow, 
who were desirous of hearing the gospel. — During this 
month several of the native brethren, as Kristno Presaud^ 
Ram Roteen, Sfc» went into the villages to talk with the 
.people about Christ. They were treated with abuse, 
but bore it with christian meekness, telling their abusers 
that they " only did what every sect did, who, whether 
Hindoos or Mussulmans, were allowed to perform their 
poohjahs in the streets ; and that insults, stripes, and 
even death we^e good for them, so that God by ^m did 
but turn their hearts." 

On the first of May, Tazoo^ a Mussulman from 
Barrobazar, Radhamonee^ a Hindoo woman from the 
same place, and Oomaree the sister of Sheetaramy were 
baptized. The missionaries thought favourably of the 
two other persons who catme with Sheetaram ; but owing 
to some circumstances, which did not affect their charac- 
ter, their baptism was deferred. Those who were baptiz- 
ed, after being commended to the grace of God, return- 
ed to their own homes. Kristno Presaudf the young 
brahman, delivered his first sermon in Bengalee, much 
to the satisfaction of the brethren. A letter from Chinsu- 
rah informs them of the death of a lady who had been 
one of Mrs. Marshman's boarders, and that there waa 
hope in her latter end. 

On the 3d of July, Bhoyeruh or Bht/rub, a young 
koolen brahinan, from the neighbourhood of Calcutta, 
and John^ formerly a Muasulman^ of late called & 
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Fortoguese, were baptized.-'-Soon after thUi Sheet aram 
returm, bringing with him Goiamee and Kheymee^ who 
' on the 19th are Imptized, 

In August a new and improved edition of the Bengalee. 
New Testament was begun, as only six hundred copies 
remained of the first impression. 

In September, Kristno visited Luckphool and Biehoo- 
hurry. O^ his return he gave a pleasing account of 
SheetaranCs walk in his family. The four members at 
Bishoohurry observe the Lord's day, and meet for wor- 
ship. Others also come in an evening, and sit and talk 
with him. Sheetaram is a mild and inoffensive*character, 
greatly respected ; and though unable to read, yet W 
• very active in recommending the Saviour. 

Mr. Ward's health being impaired by too great an at- 
tention to business, he this month took a journey to 
Dinagepore, accompanied by young Fernandez, Kristno 
Presaudy and Ram Roieen. They preached at mai^ 
places. Kristno Presaud addressed his countrymea 
with much earnestness and fluency. They found Mn 
Fernandez full of love and good works towards the 
natives. He supports a native -school, and adnMni«t«r8 
much relief to the afflicted poof. 

During the lastthree months some very improper con- 
duct was found to have taken place among the younger 
branches of one of the families of the christian natives, 
and in which some of the elder branches were more or , 
less implicated : bat by a faithful aiid persevering use 
of discipline, the parties were about this time restored to 
a right state of mind, and to the fellowship of the church. 

For several weeks past, Gokool seemed to be drawing 
near his end. His mind was steadily fixed in 
the faith of Christ. On October 7th, he died. 
" About two hours before his death, (says Mr. Marsh- 
man) he called the native brethren round him to sing and 
pray. He was perfectly sensible, resigned, and tranquil. 
Some of the neighbours had been trying to persuade 
him tp employ a native doctor ; but as all their medi- 
cines are accompanied with heathen incantations, he 
refused them, saying, he would have no physician but 
Jesus Christ. ** How is it, sard they, that you, who have 
turned to Christ, should be thus afflicted ?" My afflic- 
tion, replied he, is on account of my sins : my Losl 
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ihe iiork of the ministry, with prayer, and the Uyio^ Q» 
•f haodv. 

Id the course of this jeBit^ fourteen more natives frerc , 
>>aptized. Among them were Koheer of Arenda, whom 
Mr. Marshman had visited at the close of the preceding 
year, and Ram Mokun, a brahman, who has since proved 
a useful minister. As a list of the baptized will be given , 
at the end, we omit the names of many in the narrative. 

On the 19th of May, a letter is received from Mr. 
Chamberlain, informing the brethren that he had takea 
a piece of ground at Cutwa for a missionary station* 
Two more schools are opened ; one at Arenda, under 
the care of Kobeer ; and the other at Bishoohurry, au* 
perintended by Sheetaranu At these schools, adults 
as well as children, frequently attend for instruction. 
Ten thousand copies of Luke, the Acts, and the Epistle 
to the Romans, are printed for distribution. 

On July 7th, Totaram died, but little more than 
three months after his baptism. All who knew him spok« 
well of him. As he was borne to the grave by his breth- 
ren, both Europeans and natives, the spectators observed, 
<< This is great love ; they are kind to those that join 
them, even to the last." 

On October 14th, Ram Mohun, the brahman who had 
been baptised on April 1st, preached at Calcutta to about, 
forty natives, and with much freedom declared unto 
them the way of salvcUon.—- iUbAiin, the husband of 
Kristno's eldest daughter, Golooky comes and lives with 
her, and hears the gospel.— On the 23d, Mr. Felii^ Ca- 
rey is married to a young person of Calcutta. 

Oa the ^h of November, Mr. Ward sets ofiFon a visit 
to Jessore. Calling at Sooksaugur, finds Petumher^^ 
wife in a hopeful state of mind. Coming to Luckphool 
finds the school in rather a promising condition, but the 
people otherwise. Proceeding to Bishoohurry, he fo^d 
things more pleasing. A young man whose name is Go^ 
lookj and who superintends the school, appeared to be on 
Christ's side. Goin^ from thence to Arenda, he found 
Koheer^ $ wife and children had left him for fear of losing 
cast. From the same cause the school was diminished. 
On reaching Sooksau^r, in his way home, he is greatly 
affected with the afflictive intelligence of the death of 
Mrs. Chamberlain, who died at Cutwa on \k% 14th of 
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this month/ Her amiable spirit had entkared her to all 
who knew her.— About this time some of the* native 
christians are insulted and abused by their heathen neigh- 
bours ; but endure it with meekness. 

Towards the end of the year, several disorders and 
some defections take place among the baptised. By rub 
the brahman, and after him, Bishhoonaut Mittre, and 
BaxoOy are excluded for immorality. Yet upon the 
whole the missionaries are not disheartened. *• Notwith- 
standing various disappointments and discouragements 
(say they) the. church never appeared in a more prosper- 
ous state than at present." Speaking of the school, un- 
der Mr. Marshman, they represent it as a nursery to the 
church ; and of the press, under the direction of Mr. 
Ward, as the grand engine of the mission. By meana 
of the latter, they hope to give the ^ord of God to ma- 
ny eastern nations. Estimating the extent of the coun- 
try and the population, where those languages are spok- 
en into which they are employed in translating it, th^ 
reckon the Bengalee and Maharastfa or Mahratta^ each 
equal to Great Britefin ; the Ootkul or Orissa^ to Ire- 
land ; the Teltnga and Kumata^ each to England ; 
the TamuU to Spain ; and the Hindostanet, to France 
and Italy. 

1805. 

This year was introduced by a plan for erecting i& 
Bew place of worship at Calcutta. On the first of Jan- 
uary, 4800 rupees were subscribed towards it.— On the 
6*th IXeep Chund, the companion of Fotick from Jessore, 
and Mrs. Felix Carey, were baptized. 

A parcel of ground, with buildings upon it, adioining^ 
to the mis8i<9n premises, being on sale, it was thought 
^advisable to secure it ; ^ and on March 28th it was pur- 
ehased for 14,000 rupees, or about 18001. The money 
was borrowed ; but a warehouse belonging to the estate 
was let, for nearly enough to pay the interest. 

The spiritual state of the mission being at this time 
Wither low, a meeting for humiliation and prayer is held 
on April 7th. The sa^c day ilfoAim, the husband of 
€r0hiky was baptized. 



Digitized 



by Google 



41b Brief Narrmtive [SeeU VL 

On tbc morning of May 17ih, Mr. Ward visited /^<r- 
tumber Shingo^ who was now very iH. While standing 
by his b^d side, the good old man spake as follows s^- 
*' I do not attribute it to my own wisdom, or to my own 
goodness^ that I became a christian. It is all of grace I 
It is all of grace ! — I have tried all means for my re- 
covery ; all are vain : God is my only hope. Life is 
good, death is good ; but to be wholly emancipated U 
belter/*— Mr. Ward reminded him of the use of afflic- 
tion to wean us from the world. He answeredt ** I 
httve a wife, a daughter, a son-in-law, &c. I have tried 
to induce them to embrace the gospel by presents, and 
by persuasions ; but they refused. I am therefore 
weaned from them all. I cs^n only pray for their salvar 
tion. This is the only way in which I can now manifest 
my love to them. He considered it, he said, as a great 
honour that God had given him the respect of all his 
brethren. He spoke with respect of Krhtno Presaudy 
as the person who amongst all the native brethreni 
in9st adorned the gospel. He lamented many things 
amongst them. Many of the brethren were now stand- 
ing round the bed, and hearing him, to whom Mr. 
Ward recommended the dying advice of the venerable 
man as most weighty and solemn. 

The next day Col. Bie died, much respected and la- 
mented as a Governor.- A great part of the night pre- 
ceding his death, he was said to be praying most fer* 
vcntly to the Saviour. The poor natives said at his in- 
terment, " Never shall we see another such a master." 

On June 2d, Kangalee^ a byraggee from thenetghr 
txHirheod oC Cutwa, and Caleb Hiorns,. brother of Mr». ^ 
Rolt, lately arrived from England, wei« baptised. The 
former had heard of the gospel, and had been seeking 
iifter some person to give him further* information, 
when he met with Bydenautj who told him all he wish- 
ed to know, and brought Mm to Serampo^e. He wa« 
greatly affected when speaking before the church. On 
the 1.5 th Sheeiaram arrives with two of his ivcigWjOttrs-s 
Bykonta^ of the writer cti^t^ and LoekBits a huslindman.. 
On the 22d they were both baptised. On July 7th, 
Mr. Joseph Maylin, an Englishmani who has long; re- 
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sided IB the upper provinces of Indiai having^ hktly cm- 
braced the gospel, is baptised. 

On August 4th, Kobeer arrives, bringing with him 
Beeahonautj a neighbour of his, about thirty -five years 
old, who is earnestly desirous to find the way of life. 
Ail the native brethren, (who know the Hindoo charac- 
ter much better than Europeans do) think well of him. 
On the 18th he is baptised. These successful labours 
of Kobeer y Sheetaram^ &c. gave the missionanes to per- 
ceive more and more the importance of encouraging 
native preachers. Kawnye preached well the same 
day. 

About four years ago Mr. Ward, being on a visit at 
Calcutta, went with Kristno to a village called Rant' 
kreeahnoflore^ on the other side of the river, oppo- 
site Calcutta. Here they left a number of small tracts 
and a New Testament ; declaring, it seems, that " the 
Testament was for the use of the whole village, and 
that he who could read the best, . should keep it, and 
read it to all who wished to hear it/* Till now the 
eflfects were unknown. Kriatno^ on revisiting the vil- 
lage, meet* with a byraggee, who telh him that the 
books have been read, and that several persons are con- 
vinced by them. 

On the 21st of August, Petumber SMngo died. " A 
little before his departure," says Mr. Moore, " he called 
the brethren who were at hand, and desired them to 
sing Kriatno's hymn. Salvation by the blood and rights 
eouaneaa qf Chriat. And while they were thus engaged, 
the tears of joy bedewed his placid face ; and in thii 
happy frame of min4 he breathed his last I" " He has 
been," says Mr. Carey, " a very honourable member of 
the church. His conversation on his death bed was 
highly encouraging and edifying. He frequently ob- 
served that he had obtained the peace which Paul wish- 
ed in the introduction to his epistles.*** Kriatno^ who 
visits Ramkreeahnofiorcy or as they call it by contraction, 
Kreeahnofiorej is greatly delighted to see the effects of 
the New Testament and the tracts. He tells of ten 
or eleven persons at and in the vicinity of Calcutta, wha 
E 
* Seea memoir of him in No. xviii. Per. Accounts. 
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ire inquiring, ** How they may obtain the fruits of 
Christ's death." He is surprised at the knowledg^e they 
have obtained. The next morning after the interment 
of Prtwnber^ two persons came to the house, whoy from 
what they had heard and seen, were much impressed 
in favour of the gospel. The name of one of them 
was Goluk^ a young man from Calcutta. Afier visiting 
the mission house most days» on the 27th he came to 
abide with them. 

On Sept. 1st. Bhagvat^ a young brahman, and JFelloo^ 
he mother of Fotick^ whom he had brought with him 
from Jessore, are baptised. About the same time the 
relations of Goluk are using all means to induce him to 
relinquish Christianity. Mr. Ward, after much con- 
versation with them, told them that they could not take 
him away by force ; and that they ought not, if they 
could. On leaving them he said to Goluk^ " Here arc 
four of your relations, and you have a mother also at 
Serampore. If you choose, you may go with them ; 
but if not, go with me " They allowed this was fair. 
The young man then said, ^^ He would not go wkh them, 
but with Mr. Ward," who accordingly took him to the 
mission -house ; and on the ISth, he was baptised. 

Daring ihismonth, Mr. Moore, Mr. Wm. Carey, and 
three of the native brethren, set out on a missionary 
tour through the country to Dhacca, where, being inter- 
rupted by a Collector, and afterwards by a Magistrate, 
they were obliged to desist. On their return they call- 
ed on a congregation of Hindoo Catholics, with whom 
they conversed freely, and offered them a New Testa- 
ment ; hut the priest being absent, they dare not re- 
ceive it. Though there did not appear to be any thing 
like true religion amongst these people, yet the mission- 
aries could, not but observe a difference as to their man- 
ners, when compared with those of the heathen na- 
tives. They took well all that was said to them, and 
expressed their gratitude for the visit. They were in- 
vited in return to visit Serampore, should any of them 
be coming that way. 

On the 6th of October, the brethren, Marshman and 
Ward, were chosen co-pastors with brother Carey ; 
and the brethren Mardon, Biss, Moore, Rowe^ KriatnOf 
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and Kristno Preaaud, were set apart to the ofike of 
deacons. During this and the two following months 
Sfveniy^one persons were baptised, seven of whom came 
from Kristnopore, and were the fruits of the New Tes- 
tament and tracts which were left at that village. One 
of them, named Kriatno Bass, referring to Mr. Ward's 
having declared concerning the Testament, that " It 
•was for the use of the whole village, and that he who 
could read the best should keep it, and read it to all 
who wished to hear it>" said, " He had got it, and that 
the reading of it had changed his ideas, made him 
leave off idolatry, and put his trust in Christ." The 
Testament was produced, and was nearly worn out by 
readings Ten out of the twenty-one were baptised on 
November 2d. " A solemn seriousness/' says Mr. 
Biss, " pervaded the company. Some who seemed to 
know nothing of the power of religion, nevertheless, 
shed tears." At the Lord's Supper there was great joy 
through the whole church, singing and making melody 
in their hearts to the Lord. 

In the autumn of this year. Captain Wickes being in 
London, the committee sent by him a thousand guin- 
eas which had been collected in England, Scotland, and 
Ireland, towards. the translation of the scriptures into 
the eastern languages. On the Captain's arrival in 
America, he expressed a wish in the public papers that 
the friends of religion in his country would add some- 
thing to it. The result was, that by the generous ex- 
ertions of the different denominations, the original sum 
was consitlerably more than doub^d, and sent in dollars 
to Serampore. 

1806. 

IN November, 1805, the secretary received a letter 
from Rob. Ralston, Esq. of Philadelphia, informing him 
that Capt. Wickes would in the spring following saif 
in a ship of his for Holland ; after which he would 
touch at London, in his way to Bengal ; and that if 
we had any persons or goods to send, he would take 
them free of'- charge as to passage or freightage. The? 
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society having two ]roung men on probation) Mr. C hater , 
and Mr. Robinson, availed themselves of this kind offer 
to send them out. On April 1 2th they set sail for 
Serampore. 

Early in January, Mr. Maylin and Mr. Femanilez, 
jun. set sail ibr England, by way of America. Mr* 
Fernandez, sen. came down at this time to take leave 
of his son^ and brought with him two natives who ivish- 
ed to be baptized. Their names were Mindkishorc and 
Neduram. On the 26th they were baptized. On the 
27tb, a new church was formed for Dinagepore. Sev* 
eral of the members who resided in that part of the 
country, with Mr. and Mrs. Btss, were dismissed from 
the Serampore church for this purpose ; and who 
chose Mr. Fernandez for their pastor. 

A young man, of the name of Burford, grandson of a 
Baptist minister of that name, a predecessor of Mr. 
Booth, heard Mr. Ward at Calcutu : and being deeply 
impressed with a sense of his sins, came to Serampore 
and opened his mind to Mr. Ward. He wept much. 
A few days after this, he seemed to find rest for bis soul 
in the doctrine of Christ, which was recommended to 
him. 

The principal events of the first six months of this 
year arc the following — Grouud for the new chapel at 
Calcutta, in a place called the Loll Bazar, is purchased 
for 7250 rupees ; a'Qd after investing it in the hands of 
ten trustees, a sh«d or temporary mat-house is erected 
for present use — Proposals for subscriptions to the 
translation of the scriptures into the eastern languages 
are publicly advertised, and by June 14,000 rupees are 
subscribed— -Mr. Biss has a dangerous liver complaint 
-^Stedoo^ a native brother in Jessore, dies ; and, con- 
trary to his own desire, is burnt after the manner of 
idolaters. He dies declaring his faith in Christ, and 
recommended his wife to believe in him—Some are 
excluded for immorality ; but others are received al- 
most every month. Out of about forty, received within 
a year, four or five appear suspicious characters — The 
native preachers are very active, and in general very 
acceptable — The shed is opened in Calcutta^ and many 
resort to it : some hearing with great attention, others 
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Tfiocking and loading both the missionaries and the na* 
live christians with reproach.— The converts at Kristno-* 
pore suffer much from their beatlien neighbours ; but 
bear all with patience and fortitude. During this pe- ~ 
riod there appear to have beeh fourteen persons baptize 
ed ; among whom were Mr. Ephraim Burford, the 
young man above mentioned, and three more front 
Kristnopore,the village where the New Testament was 
left, and read. Upon the whole» things at this time 
wear a very promising appearance. " We have," sayr 
Mr. Marshman, in a letter of August 18th, "the ut- 
most reason for thankfulness with regard to the whole 
of our affairs. In no period has the mission appeared 
more promising." 

About the same time an extraordinary church meet-* 
Ing was called, in which the native brethren were given^ 
to understand the importance of their entering with all 
their hearts into the great object of the mission, and 
using all proper means to promote the salvation of 
their countrymen ; and that as they couUl not support 
their families while engaged in this servicer the church' 
would allow them for the time which was so employed. 
—Of these itinerating excursions of the native brethreil 
there are two journals, printed in No. xvii. of the Peri- 
odical Accounts, for a specimen : the one of JDee/i 
Chund^ and the other of Kriatno JJasSy both in the true 
spirit of Christianity. 

But it was the will of God in the niidst of these open-^ 
ing prospects to try them, and that in a >vay to which- 
they had not been accustomed. 

On August 5th, Mr. Moore writes from Dinagepore,' 
that on their arrival at that city, a servant of the mac^is- 
trate came to the boat demanding their names, occupa- 
tion and place of residence ; to which they readily made 
answer^ declaring also the object of their journey. The 
result waS) they were required to return to Serampore. 

On the 23d of August, the brethren, Chater and 
Robinson^ with tiieir wives, arrived in the sliip, Benja-' 
;nin Franklin, Capt. Wickes. On presenting thenv 
selves at the police office, some demur was made as to* 
their being permitted to proceed to Serampore. Ne:&« 
i. ■ ... E 2. ■ 
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day, on Mr. Carey's going to Ihe office, he ivas told bf 
one of th« magistrates that they had a message to bins 
from the GoYemor-general, and which was, ^ that as 
government did not interfere with the prejwUces of the 
natives, it was his request that Mr, Carey atid bis col* 
leagues would not." This request as explained by 
the magisti*ates, amounted to this—'' They were not to 
t>reach to the natives, nor suffer the native converts to 
preach ; they were not to distribute religious tracts, 
nor suffer the people to distribute them ; they were not 
to send forth converted natives, nor to take any step, 
by conversation or otherwise, for persuading the na- 
tives to embrace Christianity* " 

Mr. Carey inquired whether they had any written 
communication with the Governor«general ; and was 
answered in the negative. He then took leave of them, 
assuring them that neither he nor his brethren wished 
to do any thing disagreeable to government, from 
which they could conscientiously abstain. 

Some of the foregoing particulars, however, were 
softened in a subsequent conversation between the 
magistrates and a friend to tlie missionaries. ^ It was 
nut meant," they then said, ''to prohibit Mr. Carey 
or his brethroii from preaching at Serampore, or in 
their own house at Calcutta ; only they must not 
preach at the Loll Bazar. It was not intended to pre- 
vent their circulating the scriptures ; but merely the 
it^acts abusing the Hindoo religion ; and that there was 
uo design to forbid the native christians conversing 
with their countrymen on Christianity, only they must 
not go out under the sanction of the missionaries." 

The Governor- general at this time was Sir George 
Barlow, who not only professed to oelieve in Christian- 
ity, but had expressed his persuasion that it would 
prevail in India. The news of the Vellore mutiny had 
lately reached Calcutta. 

In a conversation that took place between the mag- 
istrates and a friend of the missionaries, they acknowl- 
edged themselves " well satisfied with their character 
»nd deportment, and that no complaint had ever been 
lodged against them." An order of council however 
"was passed, cotnmanding Messrs. Chaterand Robiason 
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t^ return to Europe, and reftituig Capt. Wickes ^ 
clearance unlets he took them back with him. 

This order being communicated^ it was represented 
to government^ that Capt* W. cleared out from Rotter- 
dam for Serampore ; that his clearing out fh>m £n« 
gland to Serampore was no more than a necessary step 
to accomplish the first intended voyage : that Messrs. 
Chater and Robinson were then at Serampore^ and had 
joined the mission under their direction, and the pro* 
tection of the king of Denmark. 

This represenution produced an inquiry whether the 
mission was really under the protection of Denmark* 
To this the Danish governor gare an explicit answer. 
An aniicable discussion between the Captain and the 
Magistrates followed, in which he assuied them that 
neither he nor the missionaries wished to give offence, 
and that if friendly representations could not prevail^ 
rather than oppose government, they would give up 
the two brethren. Capt. W. was on this furnished 
with his passports* As government however appeau^ed 
to be dissatisfied with the continuance of the two mis- 
sionaries, to remove every subject of complaint as far 
as they could, a new mission to Rangoon, in the king* 
dom of Burmah, was contemplated ; aiid Mr. Chater 
with another brother, agreed to go to that country, to 
make observations on its practicability. 

Here matters rested, and the missionaries went on 
pretty much as usual, only that tiiey had no preaching 
at the Loll Bazar : and hoping that things in a little 
time might take a favourable turn, devoted n»>re of their 
attention for the present to the instruction of the young- 
er missionaries^ and less of it to itinerating excursions. 

The adversaries of Christianity (of whom there arc 
many in India) not having fully accomplished their end 
with the Government abroad, directed their attention 
to that at home. A tract was translated and sent to 
England, in which the missionaries are represented a» 
calling the natives ^^ barbarians,** and their shastera 
^barbarian shasters,*' when in the original they had 
•nly intreated them not to reject the Bible as being the 
shaster of the barbarians, or ^< ^leeches^'* a name bf 
which they desigt^te all who are not of the ca$t. Af** 
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ter tbi$ a pamphlet appeared by a Mr. Twintngy and 
was followed by several more, written by Major Scott 
Waring, and others ; some abounding in low abuset 
others openly espousing the cause of idolatry, and alf 
filled with unfounded statements, and ineffectual en* 
deavours to trace the Vellore mutiny to the attempts at 
christianizing the natives. The charges produced in 
these pamphlets were answered by the friends of the 
gospel. 

While the missionaries were afflicted from one quarir 
ter, they were encouraged from another. When the 
Armenians and Portuguese in Calcutta perceived their 
difficulties, they came forward, and fitted up places for 
them on their own premises. From September to the 
end of the year, seven more natives were baptized, and 
a new mission to Rangoon undertaken. Mr. Chambeiv 
lain and Mr. Mardon were diligently engaged up the 
country ; but in September the former sustained a sec- 
ond bereavement in the death of his wife. On Dec. 
25th, the missionaries say, ** During the past year we 
have baptized twenty-two persons. These, with one at 
Cutwa and another at Dmagepore, make the whole 
number baptized a hundred and four, ten of whom are 
Europeans. Itt the course of the last six years we have 
been under the necessity of excluding thirteen, and six 
have been removed by death.** 

Towards the close of the year an event occurred 
more than ordinarily impressive. Three persons from^ 
Luckphool, JSTeeloo^ Tarribut^ and Sookur Biaheasj who 
had long professed to believe the gospel, but declined 
«n open profession of it, came on a visit to Serampore. 
In conversing with Sookur Bisheaa^ the missionaries 
warned him of the danger of temporizing in the man- 
ner he had hitherto done, assuring him that if he was 
ashamed of Christ before men, Christ would be asham* 
ed of him before his Father and before his angels He 
declared^ that *' He thought there was no way to heaven 
besides the Saviour, and that if he thought himt»elf near 
de<ah, he would make an open profeshioti of his name." 
He was then reminded of the uncertainty of hfe, and in- 
treated to consider whether his refusal, to appear pub- 
licly oa the Lord's side did not proceed from hb sec^ret- 
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ly regarding sm, and fearing men more than God. 
Tbe example of others of his countrymen were men* 
ttoaed, to shew thai where the heart was really given to 
God erery thing else vanished. He seemed Impress- 
ed) but not determined. On the sixth day after his re« 
turn he was murdered in his own village) with circum« 
stances peculiarly awful. It seems he had) though un« 
known to the missionaries) carried on a criminal inter* 
course with a woman, some of whose relations belong- 
ed to a gang of robbers* These men had long resolved 
to be revenged on him ; and having heard that he had 
been at Serampore, they imagined he must have obtain* 
ed a sum of money there : an idea which has been 
circulated from the beginning to scandalize the gospel) 
though nothing can be more void of truth. Thinking 
this a favourable opportunity, they one night beset the 
housC) where he and this womcoi were ; and af^r bring* 
ing them out bound> set fire to it« Having loosed the 
woman) they threatened to throw him into the fire, un* 
less he would discover where he had hidden the 8tq>* 
posed sum of money. He) probably h^pingr to escape) 
led them to a tree at some distance^ and told them to 
dig underneath it. After digging some time in vakh 
one of them) enraged, pierced him through with a spear 
and shed out his lx>wels ; another cut him across the 
breast ! and a third cut off bis head \ 

1807. 

Mr. Biss's complaint getting worse, he was ordered 
by Dr. H. to return to Europe, as the only possible 
mean of saving his life. On Jan. the 5th) he and his 
family embarked for America. During the first fort- 
night bis health seemed to be greatly amended ; but af- 
ter this he relapsed, and on Feb. 5, died I 

A Hindoo, whose name was Seeboo Roy^ having seen 
some religious tracts, came to Cutwa for further in- 
struction. He appears to have believed the gospel ; 
and being a person who had considerable influence in 
his village, had recommended it to others. He kept up 
christian worship in his own house on the Lord's day. 
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and some of his neig^hbours attended with him. Mr* 
Chamberlain received much pleasure from him, and ex- 
pected that he would soon be baptized ; but in the 
month of January this year he died. His relations 
burned his body, after the manner of the Hindoos, but 
it was contrary to his desire. He earnestly wished to 
have been taken to Cutwa, instead of Gonga, to die. 
During his illne»^ he exhorted those who used to meet 
with him for worship, not to forsake the assembling of 
themselves together, nor to cease publishing the glories 
of the Saviour. *' I am going," said he, " but we shall 
soon see each other again.'' He had conversed much 
with his wife ; and when he died, she did not beat her 
forehead, and cry aloud, as is the custom of women in 
that country on such occasions. Being asked why she 
did not : she answered, ^^ What use is that f 1 sit and 
think of what he said to me.'* 

On January the 24th) the brethren Mardon and Cba-» 
ter set sail for Rangoon. They had been recommended 
to the grace of God by the church at Serampore, with 
many prayers for their prosperity. About the same 
time cheering accounts are received from the neigh- 
bourhood of Malda, where the native preachers are 
heard with much interest, and treated with kindness by 
many of their countrymen. Five or six hundred often 
assemble to hear them, when no European is present. 
Bykonta^ one of the native brethren, returns from Jes- 
sorc full of joy: his wife has forsaken her father's 
house, resolved to cleave unto him, and to the Saviour. 
At Cutwa, brother Chamberlain and several of the na- 
tive christians labour with diligence and success. Three 
persons, namely, Komal^ SoogiU Mookurgee ( a Koolin 
brahman) and Vindyabund (a byraggee) are baptised*— 
Things also appear promising at Dinagepore ; and 
though at Serampore they have baptised only one dur- 
ing the first three months, and labour under some re- 
strictions, yet the translating and printing of the scrip- 
tures go on, and upon the whole they speak of their ef* 
forts to spread the gospel as being but little diminish- 
ed — ^On March the 18th, letters are received from 
Rangoon, and every thing wears the most favourable 
appearance as to that important undertaking. 
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During the months of April, May^ and June, ten per- 
sons were baptized ; among whom were a respectable 
Portuguese family of Calcutta : namely, Mr. and Mrs. 
Derozio, and two of their daughters ; also a Serjeant 
Oaky^ whose father was a member of the Baptist church 
at Kingstanly in Gloucestershire. — A new church was 
formed in Jessore, of which Ram Mohun and Kawnee 
were chosen deacons — the brethren at Cutwa were also 
formed into a chuix:h — and a petition was presented to 
Government for leave to erect a new chapel in Calcutta, 
signed by one hundred and fifteen of the inhabitants, 
many of whom were merchants of the first respectabili- 
ty, and to which a favourable answer was returned. 

On the 31st of May, Ram Mohun is set apart by 
prayer and the laying on of hands for the work of the 
ministry. 

During this summer, Mr. Fernandez was heavily 
afHicted. Two persons were on this account obliged to 
wait some months for baptism. They were baptized, 
however, on the Slst of June. Their names were 
Dhanukora^ and his wife Dhashiahhurry, 

In June and July, several Europeans correspond 
with the missionaries, and alford pleasing hope of a 
work of grace. One was reproved for his profane lan- 
guage, by a Hindoo ; another heard the christian na- 
tives converse about Christ, and was filled with shame 
«t his own ignorance ; and another was impressed by 
his conversation with a serious lady, whom he after- 
wards married. " We are acquainted with nine or tent 
(says Mr. Moore) in Calcutta, most of whom we knew 
not four months ago, but who now afford us hope.** 

On the 6th of July, at the monthly prayer meeting, a 
consultation was held about the mission to Burmah, and 
the minds of the two brethren sounded as to their wil- 
lingness to return to that country. Brother Cbater 
was still of the same mind ; but brother Mardon de- 
clined it on account of ill health. He was afier\¥iirds 
succeeded by brother Felix Carey. 

On Lord*8 day, Aug. 2, a soldier of the name of 
John jlxelly from the neighbourhood of Basingstoke in 
Hamp'shirc, was baptised by Mr. Ward, at Calcutta. 
The same day were baptised by Mr; Carey at Scram- 



Digitized 



ized by Google 



.M Brief Narr^he [Sect. V. 

pore, % mttive of the name of Seeboo Ram, from Jessore, 
and a Mr. Pritchet^ a young man, the son of a clergy* 
man of South Wales. , He had been tak^ prisoner by 
the French, and carried into the Isle of France, where, 
during his hnprisonment, he was brought to serious 
reflection on the state of his soul. 

About this time twelve of the Portuguese at Calcut- 
ta sign an affectionate letter to Mr. Ward, expressing 
their feith in the gospel, and attachment to him as a 
minister of il. 

Soon after this, an event occurred which filled the 
friends of the mission with deep concern, and furnish- 
ed its adversaries with a momentary triumph. A tract 
which bad been printed in Bengalee, and which in 
that language contained nothing offensive, was put into ' 
the hands of a native to be translated into Persic. The 
translation being finished, it was, through the pressure 
of business, inadvertently printed without being first, in* 
afifcted by the missionaries. It proved, unhappily, that 
the translator had introduced several strong epithets, 
calling Mahomet a tyrant, &c. which it was alleged 
would irritate his followers ; and though no such ef- 
fects had been produced, yet a copy of it being con- 
veyed to a person in office under government, it 
ivas taken up in a serious manner. Mr. Carey was 
sent for ; but being unacquainted with the circum- 
sta'nces of the case, he could only acknowledge 
the impropriety of the epithets, and promise to in- 
quire into the cause of their appearance in the tract 
in question. Had the object of the party been merely^ 
to prevent the disturbance of the public tranquillity, 
things would have issued here : Mr. Carey, on learn- 
ing particulars, would have made an apology, and cor- 
rected whatever was improper. But before he had time 
to do this, proceedings were commenced, which, had 
tfjcy been carried into execution, must have been not 
onl<y ruinous to the mission, but greatly injurious to 
the cause of Christianity in India. In consequence, 
however, of an explanation, and a respectful Memorial 
presented to the Governor-General, the most serious 
part of the proceedings was formally revoked. On this 
occasion two of the missionaries wailed on his Lord- 
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ship to thank him for the candour with which he btd 
attended to their Memorial | to which his Lordship re« 
plied, that nothing more was necessary than a mere ex* 
amination of (he subject ^ on which every thing afifieared 
in a clear and favourable light. 

But as all the printed tracts had passed under exam* 
ination, and as two others, as well as that in Persicy 
were objected to, the missionaries were required in fu« 
ture, not to print any tracts without first submitting ^ 
the copjr to the inspection of government. 

Concerning the epithets, 8cc. objected to, the mis* 
sionaries say, '^ Though there is nothing in any of the 
tracts but what would be perfectly harmless in En- 
gland, and has been actually so here ; yet as such 
things lay us open to animadyersion from those who * 
are averse to the mission, and are of no use in the con* 
Tersion of the natives, we wish they had not been used.** 
No restrictions however were laid on the transhtitm 
or circulation of the scriptures. 

From the time that the Jessore brethren were form- 
ed into a church, one of the native preachers has gone 
over at least once in a month to assist them, and to ad- 
minister the Lord's supper amongst them. Mr. Wil- 
liam Carey having visited them in September, gave a 
pleasing account, on his return, of what he saw and 
heard in some parts of that district. He mentioned 
eight or nine persons, besides the members, who ap- 
peared to be inquiring in good earnest what they must 
do to be saved* 

On the 1 1th of October, a Mr. and Mrs Pittman were 
baptized ; and on the first of November, Miss William* 
son, a lady from Elgin ; Scotland. 

The state of public morals amongst Europeans is 
supposed never to have been lower than at this time. 
Plays, masquerades, and every species of dissipation, 
are on the increase ; and amongst people of this de- 
scription it need not be added, the religion of Jesus 
Christ is scouted. Yet it prospers, even among Eu- 
ropeans ; and though the natives plainly perceive that 
it is not the wish of many of their superiors that they 
should become christians, yet they are not the less in- 
clined to inquire after tbe good and the right way* It 
F 
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Buiy 1)80 be to the honour ef the i^sjiel thos to m«kr 
its i¥»f--!— " Not by might, Bor by power ; but by my 
Spirit, •^ith the Lord of hosts.** 

The (pIlowiBg is the state of the translations, as given 
by Mr. Carey, at the end of the year l«Of . " The 
Kork of printing the Scriptures is now going on in six 
languages, and that of translating them in six more. 
The Bengalte is all printed, except from Judges mu to 
the end of Esther ; the SungMcrit New Testament to 
Acts xxvii. ; the Ori$m to John xxi. ; the Mahratta 
(2d. ed.) to the end of Matthew ; the ^ndostanee (new 
Tcraion) to Mark v. ; and Matthew is begun printing in 
Quzcruitee, 

^^ The translation b carried on nearly to the end of 
JohOf in Chinese^ TeHng^y Kumatay and the language of 
ihf Seeks, It is also carried on to a pretty large extent 
in PeraUtnj and begun in Burmah, 

In addition to the transUtions carrying on at Seram- 
pore, the missionaries received manuscript copies of 
the gospels translated into Malayala^ the language 
spoken in Travancore and the adjoining countries. 
They were translated from the Syriac, under the di- 
rection of the bishop of the Syrian churches in those 
parts, and sent to Serampore to be printed. 

Towards the latter end of this year several of the 
native brethren were diligently employed in preaching 
the gospel. The following are, extracts from the jour* 
nal of Deep, Chund^ and Ram Presaud. «' We tarried in 
the neighbourhood of Goamalty about a month and a 
half, preaching daily to the farmers who were cultivat- 
ing the indigo plant, and to many other strangers. We 
also visted many villages, and distributed tracts. At 
liliniary,* we continued a week, preaching to and con- 
versing with great numbers, who had never heard the 
gospel from their own countrymen before. At Pur- 
nejih we preaphed two days together in the market-place 
to great multitud^Sf some heard with a ready mind, otk* 
ers derided. In the last part of our journey, the g^* 
pel was a new sound, multitudes heard who had never 

• The residence of the late Mr. William Grant, sometiijftes 
written Munoharee. 
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heard it before, and who may never hear it agahiy of 
know its Talue, till they see the Son of Man coming it 
the clouds of heaven l"^ 

Id October died Mr. Creighton of Goatnatty, and Mr. 
William Grant of Munoharee, both at the same i^ace, 
and within a fortnight of each other. The li^urs of 
these excellent men in establishing schools, circnlating 
the scriptures, and otherwise promoting Christianity^ 
were of great importance to the cause of Christ in Ben* 
gal) and their death would of course be severely felt. 
They were lovely and fileaaant in their livesj say the 
missionaries, and in their death they were not divided J 
The former had drawn up some valuable thoughts on 
the establishment of schools, which are printed in the 
Periodical Accounts, Vol. III. p. 445 ; and the latter 
bequeathed twenty thounand rupees (about 25001.) to 
the mission, ten thousand to the translations, and ten 
thousand for the support of an evangelical ministry in a 
Church cialled the mission church in Calcutta. In con- 
Sequence of these events Mr. Mardon was soon after- 
Wards stationed at Goattialty, and Mr. Moore at Muno- 
harec. 

Towards the end of November the brethren, Jamei 
Chater and Felix Carey, with their families, after 
forming themselves into a church, and choosing brother 
Chater for their pastor, and after being committed to 
God by their brethren, embarked for Rangoon^ where 
they safely arrived after a voyage of eighteen days. 

In a review of the year 1807, fifteen it appears have 
been added to the church at Serampore and Calcutta, 
among whom were five Europeans and an American ; 
three to that at Cutwa ; and two to that at Dinagepore ; 
two were restored after exclusion ; tvro called to the 
ministry, and two new churches formed ;— new 
rules were formed suited to the present state of the 
Aiission, every station being independent of the other, 
but all united as a general body ; — a considerable ad- 
vance was made in ten of the translations ; two new 
founts of type completed, viz. the Orissa^ and th« 
Mahrattaj and two others begun, viz. the Burmah and 
Chinese ; a new and improved fount of JVagree'^ho be- 
gun ;— with respect to PHntingy an impression of 1500 
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copies of the fourth volume of the Bengalee Old Testa* 
menty (containing all the prophets,) completed ; the 
third volume, comprising the historical books, in the 
press, which, when finished, would complete the Bett' 
galee Bibie ; an edition of 10,000 copies of Luke, the 
Acts, and the epistle to the Romans, completed ; the 
New Testament in the Shanscrit and OriMsa considera- 
bly advanced ; the Hindoatanee^ Mahratta and Guzu^ 
rateef put to press. 



SECTION VI. 

Frogreia (if the Mission continued to January 1 809, in* 
eluding a List of the Persona baptised from the com» 
mencementf ^c. 

ON January 28, Serampore was taken by the En- 
glish, but without making any difference in the situa- 
tion of the missionaries. A considerable addition was 
made about this time to their audience, not only on 
Lord's days, but at their ordinary family worship* 

Mr. F. Carey, having studied medicine at Calcutta^ 
introduced the Vaccine inoculation at Rangoon. Af- 
ter having inoculated about fifty in the city with suc- 
cess, he was sent for by the Governor to perform the 
operation on his children. This circumstance proved 
JIavourable to their settling as missionaries. 

In February Mr. and Mrs. Mardon departed for their 
new residence at Goamalty, Kreeshno Doss, Goburdhun 
and Ram Presaud^ with their wives and families, ac- 
companied them, and who on their arrival formed them- 
selves into a church. 

About this time several died. One of them was a 
Mr. Bumey, a teacher of the orphan school at Calcut* 
ta, one of the first iruits of Mr. Thomas' early labours. 
He had some occasion to visit Rangoon, was taken ill 
before his arrival, and died early in the month of 
March, very happy, in the house of the missionaries. 
They had another death in April, at Serampore, of an 
eminent Hindoo christian, whose name was Fiitick^ 
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He was baptised in l$04^ and during tbe four jMira of 
hiB christian progress, bad been instrumental in the 
conversion of his mother and his sister {Bhanee,) alto 
of Kanaecj Kristnoy and Dee/i Chundy his neighboun; 
At the time of Futici^b death, Dtep Chund had, to thtt 
great grief of hi» friends, gone back into idolatry; 
This ia]r heavy on Futick*s mind^ and before his depaf*^ 
^re he intreated the brethren to seek after Ihai pdor 
wanderer.* 

The members of the infant church at Goamalty had 
a large portion of affliction during this summer. Mr. 
Mardon for some time lost tbe use of his speech. H^ 
and Mrs. Mardon were both very ill for a long time^ 
and obliged to leave the station §ov the sake of medical 
assistance. The natives wept on their departure. 
There was also much affliction among them, so that for 
the greater part of the season they were uimble to en- 
gag^ in any actiye labours. " But to shew," as Mr. 
Mardon says, *^ that success does not depend on the 
atrcng th and exertions of poor mortals, the Lord hath 
wrought among the heathen for his great name's sake !** 
They had begun vvith seven. Mr* Ephraim Burfordi 
who had j<Hned the church at Serampere in 1S06) being 
engaged in the indigo business in the neighbourhood 
of Goamalty, removed his communion to them, and on^ 
Lotd's df^y, June 19th, four were baptised, viz. Mr. 
JohnsQ&, an a8:iis!«rit in the indigo works, and three na* 
tives, which made their num1)er twelve. Mr. Mard6n 
also speaks of several more of whose conversion he en** 
tertained great hopes, and of two persons in particular' 
who had died, and Mr hose death was attended with some 
circumstances peculiarly affect'mg. 

One was a byraggee of the Bame of Subha^ingha df 
the Rajpoot cast, who was going on a pilgrimage to the 
tempk of Jaggumaut. Mr. Mardon observing him to 
stop under a tree at Goamalty, and being imable at that 
tkne to speak much himself, requested Krceshno Dasr 
to go and speak to him. He accordingly went, and iH^ 

* See an interesting Account of Futick's family in Periodic* 
al Accounts, Vol III. p. 398, and which is continuedt oaocca- 
shm of his death, in Ko. Xix; p. 511. 
F2 
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coQTeHation told him of the sufferings and death of 
Christ for the salvation of sinners. The poof man 
seemed to feel the subject as suited to his case. He 
said '< he would take Christ for his refuge, and ini^ead 
of prosecuting his journey to Jaggumaut, would stop 
and hear more of the word of God, believing that by 
this his toul would be purified/* " On hearing this,'* 
says Mc Mardon, <' Kreeahno came to me almost in 
raptures to know what he should do. I requested him 
to take the man to his house, and instruct him in the 
way of sahration. I went over shortly after and spc^e 
to him a little myself. He was very attentive. In the 
course of the day the native brethren, especially KrtesAm 
nof conversed with him freely, and in the evening di- 
rected their prayers particularly on his behalf. He ale 
with them without hesitation, making nothing, as it 
would seem, of his caat I The next rooming he threw 
off his poita and necklace, as useless things 1 His body 
was in a very weak state. Next morning he appeared 
as usual, but in a few hours lost his speech, and seemed 
to be in pain. About three in the afternoon, surround- 
ed by us all, he died* May we not hope that this was 
a brand plucked out of the burning V* 

Another wn a Hindoo, an inquirer after the way of 
salvation, whose name was Heeradee. *< Neariy two 
months ago (says Mr. Mardon in a letter of Sept. 6.) 
he was bitten by a mad jackall in the comer of his 
mouth. It is only a week yesterday since I heard of it, 
when the natives brought him hither to get some med* 
kines for him. On Monday last he began to feel the 
effects of the bite, and concluded he should die. Mrs. 
Mardon went over twice to see him* He was very 
earnest in prayer, not only for himself, but also for the 
church, that the Lord would pour out his blessing up* 
on it. He was much in prayer the ensuing night. 
Yesterday he began to be enraged. The native breth- 
ren were afraid to come near him. Mr. Johnson visit- 
ed him^repeatedly. In the evening he and Mr. Bur^ 
ford were obliged to tic him down to the bedstead. 
This moming he appeared much the same. At inter- 
vals, however, the fits would leave him, and his reason 
retumi and- those seasons be wo^ldjmyprove by prayer> 
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or by taftmg about Jetas. He had the use of his rea« 
son it seems at last, for he expired with prayer upoQ 
his lipsy between eight and nine o'clock this morning ! 
He has left a widow and two children.'* 

During this year Mrs. F. Ciarcy and Mrs. Chater, 
being very unwell at Rangoon, it was thought necessary 
for them to go to Serampore. On May Uthi they and 
their children arrived. After a while Mr. Felix Carey 
followed them. Towards the latter end of the year, he 
and Mrs. Chater returned to Rangoon, leaving Mrs. F#' 
Carey at Serampore. In December, after being deliv- 
ered of her third child, she died. Mr. Chater, who by 
reason of these afflictions, was left alone for some timey 
was making progress in the language, in which he was 
assisted not only by his teacher, but by the kindness of 
a Mr. Babasheen, an Armenian gentleman, in office un- 
der government, and who discovered much interest in 
the settlement of the missionaries in the country. Be- 
sides this, Mr. Chater began building a dwelling house 
and a place of worship, towards the expenses of which 
he obtained a handsome collection from among the 
merchants. 

. The Armenian brother, CarafieU Chator^ after visit- 
ing Jessore in company with Scbukram^ was sent to re- 
side among the brethren in that district. 

At Seramfiore twelve were added in three of the sum- 
mer months ; and JJee/i Qhund who had fallen into 
idolatry, came back with contrition, and was restored to 
the church. Ihc account which he gave of the occa- 
sion of his fall, the state of mind under it, and the ef- 
fects of several visits from his brethren, together with 
a letter from the church, were very affecting.* 

The Danish clergyman at Serampore being dead, % 
question was moved among the inhabitants, who should 
succeed him I Tlie majority expressed their wish, that 
the missionaries mii^ht be pernitted to do so. A peti- 
tion was accordingly presented to t)ie Governor-Gener- 
al ibr the purpose, and whicu being granted, the parish 
church has from that time (about September) been oc- 
cupied by Some one of the brethren. They accept of 
no pecuniary reward for their services. 

See the partkolarsinthe Periodiaal Accouats No. xiz. p« S^ 
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Towards the latter end of September there "mm a- 
second examination of the lads engaged in the study of 
the Chmete language, held at Serampore ; at which were 
present the Vice-president of the Asiatic Society, with 
several other European gentlemen, who expressed 
their satis&ction in very strong terms, and their con* 
Tiction that nothing but perseverance was necessary ta 
the complete acquisition of the Chinese language. Re- 
wards were presented to the iads» 

In October they say, <' almost all the increase which 
the Serampore church has lately received has been 
from Calcutta. The opening of the new chapel is 
anxiously looked for by many. Our brother Oaky of 
that city, whose father is or was a member of the Bap« 
tist church at Kingstanley in Gloucestershire, died this 
month in the blessed hope of everlasting life. In a let- 
ter dated Nov. S9th they speak of having stationed- 
Krceahnoo (the first christian convert) at Calcutta, where 
he is constantly employed in preaching and conversing* 
about Christ] sometimes to natives, and sometimes to 
Europeans. They also menUon their having access to 
the firison^ (the jailor and his wife having joined th* 
church) and also to the diepensary^ at both which places 
there is great opportunity of addressing the afflicted and 
miserable people. 

No particular review of the events of this year has 
been received, but in a letter from Mr. Ward, dated 
Jan. 12th, 1809, he says, ^^ Brother Robinson is going 
up to form a station on the borders of Bootarty though 
on the Company's territories. He goes alone, but sis* 
ter R. will soon follow him. If this succeedi weshaUl 
have ten missionary Nations, vi^ 



Bootan^ 

Dinagefiore^ 

Saddama/Uf 

Goamaliyf 

Miniaryf 

SeramJiorCf 

Calcutta^ 

MangooTif 



Robinson. 
Fernandez^ 
Wm. Carey. 
Mardon* 
Moore. 
Chamberlain* 
Carapeit Chalor. 
Oarey» &c. 
Carey, &c.. 
Chater^.and F. Carey. 
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The 8han»crit Testament is out, the last Tolume oC 
the Bengalee Bible, with another volume of the Ra- 
mayuna ; the Oriasa New Testament I hope will be 
out in March ; the new chapel in Calcutta (70 feet 
square) was opened on Jan. 1st, and last Lord's day we 
baptised in it : several others are coming forward ; 
Mrs. Carey is unwell, all the rest of us are well. The 
publications in England against the mission have cre- 
ated no alarm here.— -Lord Minto received the Shan* 
scrit New Testament very graciously. 

Mr. Marshman^ in a letter dated the 14th of the 
same month, says, << things with us are through mercy 
wdl : we are full of encouragement and hope.'' 

In the autumn of 1808, a brief Memoir of the Trans* 
lations having been printed, Mr. Fuller visited the 
north of England and Scotland to collect for them. 
The liberality with which the friends of Christ of all 
denominations, in Scotland especially^ came forward in 
support of this important object, may be seen by the 
appendix to No. xviii. of the Periodical Accoun($. It 
exceeded every thing which had gone before ity in the 
three preceding visits of 1799, 1802, and 1805, and 
affords a pleasing hope, that the work will not stop for 
Mrant of support. 



The following ia a Li$t of PerMona bafitiaed in Bengal^ 
belonging to the church q/ Chriat at Seramfiore^ and the 
other churchea firmed from it* 
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^he preceding Ndrrathe^ V)hich terminates to-, 
^ards the close of 1808, *ivas drawn up by 
the Rev. Andrew Fuller^ D. D. of England: 
The Jdlowing Appendix^ comprising the ac- 
count of the Mission^ translations^ i^c. to ttw 
Jbeginning of 1811, is supplied by Mr, fFilliam 
Johns, Missionary to India, now in this Country. 

1808* (CiMuded,) 

In Febniarf, another Hindoo was ordained to the 
IVtork of the ministry. Our native brother, Rughoo, a 
venerable old man, died this month in the full exercise 
of faith. Accounts have reached Serampore, that there 
are several pious soldiers in a regiment at Berhampore. 

About twenty one persons have been added to the 
church in 1808. The following conversations between 
Kriatno^ and some Hindoos, in a journey of the former 
to Orissa, are very interesting. 

Kriatno. You are going to see Juggernaut ; but he 
is made of a piece of wood. If there be such an one as 
Juggernaut, he cannot live in wood, nor in stone ; he 
ffould stay in the mind of a man. 

Brahmana^ (angrily ) What ! do you say that our 
i\iggernaut is only a piece of wood ? 

Kriatno. £xercise your judgment. If Juggernaut 
tsxa drive away sm from the hearts of men, and give 
them a holy mind ; then he is truly Gbd : but he can- 
liotdo this If a man steal and go to Juggernaut to be 
l^rdoned, he camiot take sin out of the heart, for he 
S// return to hia atealing again. After considerable 
conversation, Kriatno told them of Jesus Christ, " whose 
^^ cleanseth from all sin !" After this thejr met 



viih«Dadfe tfovk Orista) who told KrUtno^ that he 
should be born eighty lackM of times, (a lackj 100,000,) 
alluding to the Hindoo doctrine of transmigration ; that 
he did not knov what' form he should become, but that 
. the last time he would be a man. KrUtno told him, that 
men were bom once, and would die once, and after this, 
they would appear before the judgment seat of Chrtstf 
Then he proceeded to direct him to the great Salva* 
tion provided of God in Jesus Christ ; and of the bless- 
ed hope which the christian has of being raised again 
in the likenesfs of his Lord. During this time, numbers 
orowded about them, who assented to its truth ; and 
:ihis man also acknowledged tlie truth concerning Christ. 
Uecontinued a fieilow traveller with them all that diqr 
and i| great ^rt of the next. The brahmans of Qrisaa 
in coQversatfton, manifested great dislijie to the gospel | 
anany stood l^ aa spectators, among whom, one womaii 
:lt^tened wkh earnest attention. 

1809. 

^ LETTER from Mr. Rowe, (dated Dec. 1809,) wilt 
shew ^he interesting state of the mission in thi^ year. 
He commences with blessing God, ifor having removed 
certain restrictions, which on the preceding year seeni 
to have operated in some degree against the missions* 
ries. '* God has been exceeding gracious to us, and for 
which we have reason for abundant thankfulness. But 
when we add to this the increase made to his church, 
our obligations multiply. Sixty three persons have 
been baptized during the present year, and others are 
proposed as candidates for baptism. Brother Chamber* 
lain has l>een greatly blessed in his labours among the^ 
soldiers at Berhampore, about 40 miles from, and a little 
north of Cutwa : 36 of the above number were of these 
soldiers. These friends feel much interested in the 
cause of God, and lately made a collection among them- 
selves for the mission, amounting to about 10/. sterling. 
Two or three of them have gifts for public speaking, 
and when destitute of a ministering brother, one of these 
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gives an exhortatioi). It is a matter of great joy to see 
« charch of pious men in a regiment of soldiers, con- 
sisting at this' time, probably of 40 members V* 

Mr. Chamberlain describes this extraordinary work 
"Vmongst the soldiers more fully, in a tetter to Dr. 
Staughton, dated Feb. 1810. « On one Lord's day 9 
were baptized, and on a following one, 12. One of 
these persons died a short time afterwards, triumphing 
In the faith of the gospel. In J 808, this man was a 
.performer on the stage, at the ba.Tacks of Bjerhampora. 
At the last ordinance season, three persona were 
brought to hear the word of God in a singular way. 
One of the brethren was going to meeting on the 
Lord^s day afternoon, when he met a soldier noted £av 
hh irreligion, whom he asked to go to meeting ; he 
^promised, though in a thoughtless way, th^t he would. 
On meeting his comrades he told them that he had 
promised to go to meeting in the eTening ; they laugh<* 
,ed at him ; but he told them he would keep his word ; 
upon which, they, laughing, said that they also would 
go. They went, and it is hoped that God in his mercy, 
met them all at that time. The word of God then spok* 
en by one of the elders reached their hearts.-— They 
have been regular in their attendance ever since, and in 
their conduct are changed from * liona to lambs,* Two 
of them were papists. On being^ ridiculed for chang- 
ing their religion, one of them replied, ' No, you are 
Tfrrong there : I have not changed my religion, for I 
never had any ; it is religion that has changed me.' 
Another, a Roman Catholic by profession, was formerly 
a great persecutor ; and one day beat his brother, 
without mercy, for changing his religion : He also is a 
subject of mercy, — now in his turn suffers persecution, 
find bears it patiently. In short, the work of God in 
this regiment is full of wonders. Such a display of the 
power of divine grace we have never before witnessed : 
God in this work wonderfully owns the simple means of 
grace. Mr. Parsons, an evangelical Episcopalian, has 
doubtless been very useful amongst them, and for 
them ; but he acknowledged, that he found them to be 
of great use to himself.— The barracks now ring with 



the joyous soDgs of Zion, where, in timet past, were 
beard only the yells of profaneness,— -the proOuie are 
thunderstrupk ! The work is progressive— ringleaders 
in V4ce come out from among their fellows^ which 
serves to thin the ranks daily. 

This church in the army consists of 48 baptiz^ 
members. Three have been removed by death ; one is- 
now illy who would have been of the churchy if Provi- 
dence had permitted. Several have died in the hospi* 
tal, in very hopeful circumstances.— About 20 are the 
subjects of inquiry .^-^O magnify the Lord with us I"— ^ 

Dr. Carey^ writing on the same subject, says» '^ Tl|e 
persons first brought under concerut were convinced of 
believers' baptism, merely by the word of God, not 
knowing that the person, to whom one of them accideQ- 
jtally mentioned it, (Mr. Mardon) was a Baptist ; as yott 
may judge, the surprise of the soldiers was great/* 

Ffom Dr. Caret^ to Dr. Balfkuin^ Abv. 1809. 

" When I first arrived in this country, Nov. 1 1, 1793, 
there was one evangelical minister of the church pf 
England in this town, who had been here for several 
years, and besides him, I knew of no one who professed 
love to -God, except myself and my colleague, Mr. 
Thomas. — I have however reason to believe that there 
might be about half a dozen more in different parts of 
the qountry. I and my colleague removed to a great 
distance up the country, when I had to study the lan-^ 
guage, and where we published the gospel to the 
inhabitants around. At the present time, through the 
smiles of our gracious God, things wear a different 
aspect ', besides six evangelical Episcopalians, two 
Presbyterians, or independent ministers, there are 9 
stations occupied by Baptist ministers in this presiden- 
cy ; and 5 churches constituted, in connexion with our 
mission, besides the church and mission station at 
Rangoon, in the Burrpan empire/' 

From a later date the statement is thus given ^ 5 
Episcopalians, 6 Independents, 1 Presbyterian, 2 
Lutherans, and 17 Baptists, (includm.i? 3 Hindoa 
preachers.) Besides 3 rnissionaries m Ceylon, and 1 iq 
China ; nvaking in all 35^— to which Dr* Carey adds,— ^ 
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" We are all of one heart, and help each other as mucK 
as we can/* It may be observed that this remarkable 
increase of labourers in the Eastern harvest has been 
within the 16 years of Dr. Carey's residence in India.— -» 
He speaks of it as a most encouraging circumstance. 
Tho additions to the churches this year amounted to 
eighty six. 

1810. 

The Lord has graciously planted 5 churches m 
Bengal, one in Orissa, and one in the Burman empire. 
In these churches there have been added in this year, 
one hundred and Jive persons, who were baptized and 
received into communion, besides several restored, who 
had been suspended from communion, or excluded. 

The churches above mentioned are so spread over 
Bengal and Orissa, that the woi*d of God is more or 
less published throughout the greater part of these 
countries : I say more or less, because the means bear 
no proportion to the extent of country. Three new 
missions have begun within the last 12 or 13 months. 

Brother Robinson, attended by brother Cornish, 
(called to the ministry by the church at Calcutta,) is 
now gone to Bootan. What reception they will meet 
with, we cannot say ; but the cause is in the hands of 
God, who cares much more for it than we do. 

Brother and sister Chamberlain, attended by brothet 
Peacock, (also called to the ministry by the church at 
Calcutta) and his wife, are gone to begin a new mission 
in a remote part of Hindoostan, at the city of jtgra^ to 
the N. W. of Calcutta, about four months' journey. 

Brother Moore has been settled at Bafna^ nearly in 
the same direction, rather more northerly, ^d about 
midway between Agra and Calcutta. May the God of 
all goodness protect them, and set before theni an open 
door, that no man can shut, and so bless their labours 
in these parts, that the word of the Lord may sound 
out from them to all the surrounding regions. 

In ^^easore^ Carapeit Arratoon, a native missionary, has 
been very successful. Within a few months (March) 
he has baptized 30 natives ; 10 persons were baptized 
on one occasion. Some of them live at a great distance 
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from the missionary, who, to obviate the inconreniencet 
administers the Lord's Supper every first clay of the 
week, at a diiferent place each time, so that in a month 
they all have opportunity to unite in breaking of bread. 
One or two of them are at the distance of two hundred 
miles ; yet are diligent to enjoy the opportunities. 

At Calcutta and Seramfiore^ we have seldom a month 
without baptisings. Seven were added to us at one time. 
About 2 persons, who attend worship at Calcutta, are 
under concern of »oul, besides several who attend the 
ministry of the excellent Mr. Thomason, at the Epis- 
copal church. In Serampore there are 10 persons de- 
sirous of joining the church. Those who have been 
baptized at Serampore are Hindoos ;— at Calcutta, ciiief- 
ly Portuguese Catholics. Two things are particularly 
necessary, more labourers^ and yet greater outpourings 
of the Almighty Spirit. 

We have been called to lament the death of Mrs. 
Robinson ; she died, at Dinagepore, whither she had 
been brought by brother R. for medical assistance. 

Our brother, John Peter^ has been successful in 
Orissa, and a church is planted there. Both he, and our 
beloved brother jirratoon^ are of the Armenian nation. 

The religious soldiers have been called to the Me of 
France'; there were 30 members in full communion, and 
one of their number is set over tliem as pastor, so that 
now there is a Baptist church organized, in the 22d 
regiment. 

Five other pious young men from another regiment» 
went with them in this expedition. Should they suc- 
ceed in taking the Island, they will immediately endeav- 
our to erect the banner of the cross there, and invite 
sinners to believe in the crucified Saviour. Mr. Cha- 
fer lately arrived at Calcutta from Rangoon^ on account 
of the indisposition of his wife. That country is in a 
miserable state as it respects political affairs, but the 
following are among many encouraging circumstances 
relative to that missionary station. 

Mr. Chater and Felix Carey study the language with 
success ; they have written some tracts in it ; and 
have begun to translate the New Testament into it. 
They are beloved by ail^ncu and po or, small and great; 
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Two TAluaUe young men were lately 9eut thiAer ttcsfii 
the London Missionary Society ; bvit oneof iHem (Mr» 
Brain) has since been rerooved by death. The survivi^g^ 
one (Mr. Pritchett) resides with Mr. Felix Carey at 
Rangoon. 

The misttonary station at Cutwa will be occupied by 
Mr. William Carey, from Saddaraahl, in consequence 
pf Brother Chamberlain's removal to Agra. Saddamahl 
and Dlnagepore will now form bi^t one station, under 
brother Fernandeji^ ; those places being within ?0 wl^ 
of each other. 

PRESENT STATE of tub TRANSLATIONS. 

From Dr. Careys to Dr. Staughton, March 1.810. 

<* The work of translation goes forward, and I now 
entertain the hope, of living to see the wordof God print- 
ed in twelve of the eastern languages. The probable 
period of human life yi\\\ admit of this ; and it is what 
my soul desires. Formerly I thought that if f could 
but see the whole Bible translated into the language of 
Bengal, and printed, I could say with Simeon, '< Lord, 
now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace.** I have 
been spared to see that ; and have seen much more than 
my most sanguine expectations could have grasped* 

The whole Bible has been printed some time in Ben^ 
galecj ind a second edition of some parts of it. The 
New Testament and Pentateuch in Sungakrii ; the 
New Testament and the Old from Job to Malachi, ia 
Orisaa ; the New Testament in the ffindoostanee and 
Mahratta* In the Chinese the gospels by Matthew and 
Mark are printed off, and I hope the New Testament 
will be published in that language sooner than was ex- 
pected. We have begun printing in the language of 
the Shikhs or Seeke^ and in the Burnian language : — » 
and in this year, 1811, we hope the Tdinga and Kuma* 
tu will be begun.— The latter with the Guzerattee has 
hitherto been delayed, chiefly for want of pecuniary aid. 
The translations are all much farther advanced than the 
printing;, and in due time» I trust that most of, or all 
the nations of the East ^^ will hear in their own tongues 
ihe wonderful works of God/' Let all unite in prayer 
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fpr this object/* — In a former letter, Dr. C. remarks, 
^< There are at least 20 other languages more spoken in 
the East, including the Islands, into no one of which a 
single sentence of the word of God is yet translated. 
It is not, however, (he adds) too much to entertain a 
hope, that we may see a beginning made in some of 
these languages 

" A circumstance highly important to the Eastern 
world, is a step lately taken by the corresponding com- 
mittee of the British and Foreign Bible Society, of which 
3 of us are members^ (Messrs. Carey, Ward and Marsh- 
man.) This is the forming a BIBLIOTHECA BIBLIA 
in Calcutta ; in which Bibles of all sorts and languages 
will be placed for sale at low prices. This plan was 
proposed by Rev. Mr. Brown, and will, I trust, do 
much towards an extended circulation to the Bible, as 
it is not unlikely, that individuals may purchase copies, 
to distribute to the poor, of this and of the neighbouring 
nations." 

Speaking again of the success which God Has given 
to their labours. Or. Carey in a letter to Dr. Staughton^ 
(both of whom were present at the first vestry meeting 
of the society in 1792,) thus writes, <* Little did you 
or I think that the undertaking, then an embryo, 
would have had the success it has had. I did expect 
success, and I had my eye upon the translation of God's 
word, into one language; but the whole, wasthen rather 
like a pleasing reverie, than a reality. To God be all 
the glory of what has been done ; may he carry on and 
perfect his own work." 

The following shews the numbers that have been 
baptized since 1 800, in the respective years. 



In 1800 




2— viz. 


, Felix Carey and the high- 


1801 




6. 


ly esteemed Kristoo. 


1802 




9. 


t 


1803 




14. 




1804 




15. 




1805 




33. 




1806 




25. 




180r 




20. 




1808 




21. 




1809 




8(>. 




1810 . 




105. 




Total baptized, 


33t 
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Of the whole wiinber baptized^ some vtUpsed into their 
former idolatries, by the repeated solicitationa of their connec- 
tions ; many of whom were ag^n reclaimed.-— Some have 
died in the blessed hope of the gospel— 4ind the g;reater par^ 
are omamfn^s to their pro^saioa of obnstianily. 



The following will give at one riew the languages m which 
^e missionaries are employed ; and the probable extent of 
country oyer which the dinorqnt languages are sp<^en. 

VROSA^BLE EXTENT TO WHZCft 

T;af Y AMM sjroMjf. 
About the Unil^ SUt^a. 
itead over ail India. 
About traland. 
About France ai>d Ital}'. 
About Great Britam. 



X.fNGUAGJ(a. 

1. Bej^galee* 

2. Sungskrit, 

3. Oriasa, 

4. H\ndQostha;iee^ 

5. Mahratta, 

6. Seek, 

7. Burmi^n, 

8. Chinese, 

9. TeUnga, 

10. Kumata, 

11. Guzerattee> 

12. Bootan, 



SKirmf^ %bout X7 .?ii8#» 
l^ei^d all over China,, 300 A^ijlp, 
About England! 
The same. 

BoQtan and Hiibet. 



Besides which, a manuscript copy of the New Testament 
in iHalayala, and also a translation into the Tamul, are received 
for printing at Serampore ; the former translated under the 
direction of the bishop of the Syrian christians ; and the latter 
by a valuable missionary from the X^ondon Society, now dead. 

The stations with the names of the missionaries at one view-«^ 
and the direction of these stations from Calcutta. 



STATIONS. 

1. Serampore and Calcutta, 

2. Chowgacha, (Jessore,) N. East 

3. Cutwa and Berhampore, NbyW. 

4. Goamahy, near Malda, N.byW. 

fDinagepore & Saddamahl, N . by E. 
Orissa, S. W. 

7. Rangoon, S.E. 

8. Barbaree, (Bootan,) N. 

9. Bankipore, (Patna,) T^. W. 

10. Agra, N. W. Chamberlain& Peacock-f 
The first seven stations have churches. 



MISSIONAJRIBS. 
C Carey, Ward, Marsh- 
\ man, Rowe & Kristno* 

Carapeit Arratoon.* \ 

AVilliam Carey, jun. 

Mardon. 

Fernandez, sen. 

John Peter. • 

Chater & Felix Carey, 

Robinson & Cornish.^ 

Moore. 



• Marked thus are native preachers, ordained, 
t Europeans, not sent out as Missionaries from England, but 
have joined the church, and called into the mimstry at Calcutta. 



^^iiS^s:aHgiil 



Arrhal of 2 Missionaries in New Tork-^Em- 
bark for India — Driven bad by tempesmota 
V9eather. — Letter Jrom Dr. Fmer — Address 
to the Christian Public to aid in the TranS" 
Jation oj the Scriptures. 

Arrived in New York from London on Dec. 23, 
1810, after a voyage of 44 days, Mr. and Mrs. Lawsony 
Mr. and Mrs. Johns, and Miss Chaffin, all of whom 
were destined to join the missionaries at Serampore. 
They were received at New York by the friends of the 
mission in that city, with every mark of christian friend* 
ship ; and by the kindness of those firknds were enter* 
tained» during their stay, free of all charge to the mifs* 
ftionaries themselves, or to the society under whose pat* 
ronage they came out. About the close of April they 
left New York for Philadelphia, with the intention of 
embarking in a vessel destined from that port for Calcut- 
ta. At Newcastle in Delaware, they were joined by 
two other missionanes and their companions, who in- 
tended to disembark at Madras, on a mission under the 
3uperintendance of ' The [Londmi) Missionary Society/ 
After being off the Capes of Delaware about 3 or 4 
days, (during which they sustained a heavy and contmu- 
«d gale,) in lat. 36». long. 66*, the vessel met with 
an alarming accident ; besides carrying away her top« 
tnasts, it was found that the head of the mainmast was 
•prung. These circumstances rendered it necessary" 
for her to return to port. 

On the 1st of June, the missionaries relanded in 
Philadelphia, highly grateful for their preservation and 
deliverance whilst exposed to the furious elements. 
On consulting with their friends, the voyage, as it re- 
spects the missionaries, was abandoned, though reluc- 
tantly on their part, on account of the difficulty of pro- 
curing conveyance to that remote region, uMct the 
existing disagreement between this country and Europe* 
Though painful at first, the circumstance seems prov» 
18eftiMil» a» it gives the missionaries an opportunity t* 
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acquaint the public ivith the depressed state of the 
Society's funds, mentioned in a letter just received by 
them, (now in this country,) from the venerable Dr. 
Fuller. And which renders an appeal to their benevo- 
lence necessary on account of the tranalationa ; and it may 
be confidently hoped, that such an appeal will not be 
ineifectual, especially as the American public has re- 
cently manifested a new and increasing interest for the 
propagation of the gospel in India. 

EXTRACT l-ROH DR. FULLER's LETTER. 

Ketteringy (EngJ Aug. 2, 1811. 
Very dear brethren and siatersy 

" We have heard of your beings driven back by tem- 
** pestuous weather ; we are thankful that your lives were 
^^ spared. Doubtless God has some wise endb to an- 
" swer by this event, though we cannot tell what they 
** are. I hope you will be reconciled to your situation, 
^ till a way be opened. Meanwhile you will allow us to 
« press upon you economy, and to recommend, if possi- 
" ble, some employment during your stay, that shall 
" enable you in some good degree to support your- 
** selves : for partly through the expense attending 
" your going out, and partly from the number of drafts 
*> from India, on account of the tranalafiona^ which have 
"this spring amounted to about 21,333 dollars, I 
<' assure you our funds are considerably more than eX' 
« hauated. — Mr. Sutcliff and Dr. Ryland have been in- 
" to Scotland, to collect in mv stead. They obiaineU 
** about 5,777 dollars ; yet vie are not able at present 
" to meet our demands, and it may be a year ere we 
** shall be— I trust not only the love of that cause m 
*' which you are so nobly embnrked, but the genero&iiy 
" of your minds will concur with the above recomntcn- 
*' dation, and induce you tu cfmuniah your expenses as 
^ much as possible, and so to unite with us in struggling 
'* through our difficulties." 

Yours, very affectionately, 
ANDREW FULLER, 

decrecary to the Society. 
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ADDRESS 

To the Christian Public. 

IN thus introducing the subject to general notice* 
we would remind the friends of religion, that the Bap- 
tist missionaries in India have been employed in that 
extensive country from the year 1793, to the present 
time, a period of 18 years. The first years virere years 
of difficulty ; since which God has abundantly owned 
them, and succeeded their unremitting and arduous 
exertions, beyond their most sanguine expectations, and 
much to the admiration and gratitude of the thousands 
of Christian Israel. 

Their principal and favourite pursuit is the tr€m8ia' 
tion of the Holy Scrifltures ; an employ for which they 
are remarkably qualified as it respects zeal, talents and 
situation. The name of Carey is of balmy fragrance, 
The respectability of his situation in the College of 
Fort William as Professor of the Shanscrit and Benga- 
lee Languages is well known. His devoting annually 
to the work, his whole salary of about 6,000 dollars, 
affords an instance of the utmost disinterestedness ! 

We would assure the religious public, that this is 
the one great cause of God — it is their own — And to 
quote from Dr. Carey's memoir,* " It is not on our 
own account that we desire supplies, but merely to 
spread the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ, by dis- 
seminating Ai» »acred word among the nations around 
us, now sitting in " darkness and in the region of the 
shadow of death.'' 

In soliciting aid for the translations of the scriptures 
into the numerous languages of the East—' the ptire 
word of eternal life without gloss or comment,' we 
have the co-operation of that grand institution of mod- 
em times, * The British and Foreign Bible Society,' 

• See memoir of the^translations of the Scriptures into the 
languages of the East. 



_ , _,„*^ Digitised 



byGaoglc 



^8 APPENDIX. 

whose approbation of this mission, (denominated by Dr. 
Buchanan* *Hhe Shanscrit school for the translations,** 
and from the same author we add— ^ the Bengalee, 
the Qrissa and the Mahratta,**) and whose concern for 
its success is «een, in their having voted near 5000 dol- 
lars annually for 3 yearsy to be appropriated to this 
object. 

As it respects the friends to the kingdom of Christ 
in Scotland, they have repeatedly been forward with 
their liberal aid. And the love of the American breth- 
ren was generously testified on a former occasion, when 
almost unsolicited, near seven thousand dollars were 
collected by the exertions of its friends among various 
denominations — than which there cannot be a higher 
encomium on American liberality — A triumph of the 
christian temper in the exercise of the best affections 
of the heart. 

After a lapse of a few years it appears necesary 
again to address the friends of the Holy Scriptures, in 
this country— to call on them to aid a second time in 
giving the word of God to ^' four hundred millions of 
Heathens."— Surely we may hope the appeal cannot be 
made in vain. It is the work of God, and not of man. 
It is the work of God, and not exclusively of any set of 
men It is the work of God, and must prevail. And 
the time fast approaches when to have engaged in it 
Will be deemed a nobler honour than to have assisted in 
the conquests of empires I It is of God, and shall re* 
main unmoved, when thrones are demolished, and the 
empires of this period, like those of past ages, shall per- 
haps have ceased, and have paa^d away forever. 



* See Christian Researches^ pages 209 and 249. 



Digitized 



by Google 



ADDENDA. 



WE have here given an extract from * The Memoirf 
of the Translations,* shewing some of the peculiar 
qualifications which the missionaries possess for the 
important work of translating and printing the scrip- 
tures into the 

Chijiese Lakouaob. 

" We have to mention with gratitude the goodness 
of Providence in erecting for us a Chinese Foundery^ if 
it may be so termed. About eighteen months agOy 
(now nearly fotir years*) we began to employ, under 
Chinese superintendance, certain natives of Bengal) 
for many years accustomed to cut the flowers employed 
in printing cottons, and have found them succeed be- 
yond our expectations. The delicate workmanship 
required in their former employ, fits them admirably 
for cutting the Stronger lines of the Chinese charac* 
ters, when they are written, and the work superintend- 
ed by a Chinese artist. Of the execution you will 
soon have an opportunity of judging from the original 
text of the first volume of Confucius, printed off with a 
translation in a 4to. of 724 pages, and now waiting for 
« preliminary dissertation on the language, by Dr. 
Marsh man. We, many months ago, (now years*) be- 
gan printing a newly revised copy of the Gospel by 
Matthew, to the middle of which we have nearly ad- 
vanced, though the difficulty of afterwards correcting 
the blocks, causes us to advance with slow and careful 
circumspection. The New Testament is printed in 
Bvo, or size resembling that of the work of Confucius, 
so common, and so highly venerated among the Chi- 
nese. The pages are cut on one block ; when printed 
off, the page is folded so as to have the two blank 
sides inward, in the manner of the Chinese. The 
blocks are of tlie wood of the tamarind tree. We have 
also retained another learned Chines* to superintend 

• £4itojC 
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the cutting of the characters, and examine the trans- 
lation with brother Marshman. Atter the latter has 
gone through it in various ways with Mr. Lassar, he 
carefully examines it again with this learned Chinese 
alone, causing him to read it, and give Mb idea of the 
meaning of every lenience and character* As he has 
not the least previous acquaintance with the sense of 
the passage, (beinf> unable to speak a sentence of Eng- 
lish) brother Marshman has an opportunity of markii)g 
the least deficiency from the original, and of canvassing 
anew such passages with Mr. Lassar, which is constantly 
done, previously to their being written for engraving. 
It may be observed also, that as this man boards with us 
he has no connexion with Mr. Lassar, and indeed from 
a disposition conunon to the generality of Asiatics, is 
sufficiently disposed to find fault with his work, if op- 
portunity offers. This disposition, however, is kept with- 
in due botinds by brother Marshman's examining the 
dictionary with him, for every character to which he as- 
cribes a sense different from that which is used in the 
Qopy, under revision. Thus, dear brethren^ has Divine 
Providence favoured us with the means of acquiring 
this difficult language : with those to study it whose 
youth and collateral studies fit them peculiarly for the 
labour : with the means of count er^examining the trans- 
lation : and with a press to carry forward the printing 
of it to any extent. From calculating how many pageis 
of the original the blocks of the Chinese already cut 
have included, the probability is, that 700 of these 
blocks will nearly complete the New Testament. 
These, although they contain each nearly three hun- 
dred characters, we are able to get engraved for some- 
thing less than 4 dollars each. Seven hundred multi- 
plied by this number give 2800 dolls. So that it is 
quite probable that 3000- dollars will complete the en- 
graving of the whole New Testament in Chinese. 
When this is done, any number of copies can be 
thrown off at pleasure. It is supposed that these 
blocks may bear to l>ave ten thousand taken off. If, 
however, it be only halfih-Ai, number, at so moderate a 
price can Chinese paper be obtained in Calcutta, that, 
considering the number of copies, the version will be 
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cheaper, notwithstanding its being the firsts than any vev' 
eion of the New Testament which we have hitherto been 
able to print. May the Lord enable us to improve our 
advantages to the advancement of his cause." 



REMARKS. 

BY an article in the Literary Panorama for April, 
1808, it appears that the expense of engraving in 
Britain a Chinese M.S. Harmony of the 4 gospels, 
was estimated at 15,555 dolls. On this scale, the en- 
graving of the whole New Testament must have 
amounted to about ten times the sum which engraving 
it in India will cost. The work of Confucius has been 
dedicated by permission to the Governor-general, Lord 
MiNTO, and is in great- forwardness. In a second me- 
moir published by the missionaries, they speak of Mr, 
Lawson's joining them, as promising great usefulness, 
he being a proficient in the beautiful and important art 
of engraving on wood. One of the blocks containing a 
page of Matthew's gospel in Chinese has been srnt to 
this country, and is in possession of the Rev. Dr. 
Staughton of Philadelphia, whose politeness has oblig- 
ed many of the curious with a sight of this interesting 
performance. 

The Editor of the present edition of the Narrative 
was highly gratified, when at Salem, whh a sight of the 
first part of the New Testament in the Chinese, brought 
from Serampore by a Captain of an Indiaman, and pre- 
sented by him to that valuable institution. The Salem 
East India Marine Society, which, with several 
other of the Eastern versions of the scriptures, may be 
seen in their elegant museum. 
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GEOGRAPHICAL REMARKS. 

The province of Bengal is larger than Great Britain. The 
great nvers, Ganges* and Burrampooter,f with their numer- 
ous branches and adjuncts, intersect the whole country, in such 
41 wonderful variety of directions, that except round Burdwan, 
Birboom, &c. every plaee is situate within thirty miles of some 
navigable stream ; and generally within a third part of that 
distance. Thirty thousand boatmen are always employed by 
this inland navigation. 

The rivers in Bengal are extremely variabie in their course 
or channel^ owing to the nature of the soil, which is that of 
sand or black mould ; nothing so coarse as gravel being found 
nearer tlie sea than (Oudanulla) 400 miles up the Ganges. 
This noble river receives, in its course through the plains, 
eleven rivers, some of which are equal to the Rhine, and none 
smaller than the Thames, besides as many of lesser note. 
About 300 miles from the sea the Delta of the Ganges begins. 
The two westermost branches, viz. the Cossimbazar and the 
Jellinghy rivers, unite and form the Hoogly. The former is 
almost dry from October to May, and the latter is unnavig^ble 
for two or three of the driest months ; therefore the only 
subordinate branch of the Ganges (except the Hoogly) which is 
always navi^ble, is the Chundnah, separating at Moddapour, 
and terminating in the Hooringotta river. 

The hot season begins with March, and continues to the end 
of May, The rainy season continues from June to September. 
By the latter end of July all the lower parts of Bengal, contigu- 
ous to the two great rivers, are overflowed to an extent of ^bove 
100 miles in width, nothing appearing but vUlages and trees. 
Embarkations of every kind traverse the inundation : while 
husband ry and grazing are both suspended ! The periodical 
rains and intense heat produce a luxuriance of vegetation 
unknown in Europe ; and the rich variety of the vegetable 
creation delights the eye of every spectator. 

The lower part of the Delta, called the Sunderbunds, which 
is one hundred and eighty miles broad next the sea, is equal 
in extent to the principality of Wales. This tract is complete- 
ly enveloped in woods, and so abounds with tygers and other 
wild beasts, that all attempts to clear it have been yet in vain ! 
Here salt is prepared, equal to the consumption of Bengal and 
its dependencies ; while those who make it are in constant peril 
of their lives, as the tygers not only appear on the margin, but 
often, in the night-time, swim to the boats lying at anchor in 
the middle ol the river. 

SERAMPORE, the Seat of the Mission, is about 15 miles 
north of Calcutta. 

* The Hindootbmee name of thU river U Pudds tr fadda. It is tlto named Bom Oottga, 
or the Great River, and G^nga, the River, by vray of eminence. TUt csptoint (be ^ate, 
** bathing in Gonga,** which often occur* in the Periodical Account*. 
t The ftameta 8«4g»krltk Mrsbtimittier, i. ctlM $oa of Bralua^ 



SOTICE. 

Any contributions made for thia object j viz. The tran&* 
lationa of the Scrifitures^^or in aid of the miaaion, ^if for 
the latter it should be s/iecifiedj^-^may be defiosited with 
Dr. Baldwin of Boston — The Rev. Lucius Bollbs of 
Salem — Jobn Cauldwell, Esq. 304 Ftarl StreetyJieV) 
York^-uor Robert RjLsroNy Esq* Philadelphia, 



AT a late and numerously attended meeting of the 
BOSTON FEMALE SOCIETY, organized In 1800, 
with a view to the support of Missionary undertak- 
ings ; it was 

Resolved, unanimously^ — ^^ That the whole sub- 
scriptions of the present year be appropriated 
to the Translations of the Scri/ituresj carrying on 
so extensively and successfully by the mission- 
aries at Serampore, in Bengal." 

We would recommend the laudable example of these 
united christians, (for the society consists of various 
denominations^) to others, that according to the ability 
which God giveth, all might come forward and assist 
in giving the Holy Scriptures to four hundrrd millions of 
idolaters 1 [ Centinelj JVbv, 9, 1 8 U . 
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Lincoln Sg Edmandsy 

NO. 53 CORNHILL, BOSTON| 

Receive fiubscriptions for Dr. GILL*s COMMENTARY, 
t(» be comprised in nine vols quarto, at 6 dob. per vol. Two 
vols, of the M'ork arc ready for delivery. 

SCOTT»s COMMENTARY, royal octavo, in 6 vols, printed on 
paper cf throe different qualities, price per vol. 2 dols. 2.50 
and o.OO Two vols, received. 

SCOTT'S COMAOINTARY, handwmely printed in quarto, 5 
vols, at 6 dols. per vol. — With the addition of Butter worth's 
Concordance, and valuable maps, 6.50 per vol. Three vols, 
are received. 

Dr. ADAM CLARKE'S COMMENTARY, an original work, 
elegantly printed, to be comprised in 20 or 30 numbers, at 
1 50 per No. Thcee numbers are received. 

FAMILY BIBLES 

With and without Apocrypha, with Concordance, Plates, Maps, 
&c. at various prices, from 3.50 to 18 dols. POCKET BI- 
BLES, Englis)) U American elegant editions, various prices. 
TESTAMENTS, various prices— constantly for sale. 

ALSO, 

CHEAP RELIGIOUS TRACTS, 

Happily adapted to the object of gratuitoua* circulation. Oa 
cash purchases of five dols. a discount of 5 per cent made-— 
on ten dols. 10 per cent. Orders from different parts oi the 
Union answered with promptness. 

ALSO, ^ 

Cmden's Concordtnce, 10 dols -^Butterworth's ditto. 5 dolls. 
Brown's do. 1 dol Buck's Theological Diction- 

ary, 4.50. Wright's Complete Life of Christ, his Apostles, 
Evangelists, Disciples, &c with plates, 5 dols. Abiidgment 
of the Book of the Martyrs, 2.25. Burder's History of the 
Bible, 5 dols. English Harmony of the 4 Gospels, 2.55. 

Just received, from Philadelphia, 

Beautifully printed, the First American Edition of 

The MANIAC, 

WITH othv:r poems, 

BY JOHN LAWSON. 

Missionary to India. 
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